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crown 8vo. With Portraits, and copious notes by Xp-
wArD WaLDO EMERsON. Price per volume, $1.7s.

1, Nature, Addresses, and Lectures. 3. Essays:
Series. 3. Essays: Second Series. 4. Representative Men.
§. English Traits. 6. Conduct of Life. 7. Society and

olitude. 8. Letters and Social Aims. g¢. Poems. 10,
Lectures and Biographical Sketches. 11. Miscellanies.
12, Natural History of Intellect, and other Papers. With
a General Index to Emerson’s Collected Works.

Riverside £ dition. With 1 Portraits. 12 vols., each, 13mo.
gilt top, $1.75; the set, $31.00.

Littls Classic Edition. 13 vols., in arrangement and cos-
tents identical with Riverside £ditiom, except that vol. 12
is without index. Each, 18mo, $1.25; the net, $15.00.

POEMS. Household Kdstiom. With Portrait. 1amo, $1.50;
full gilt, $2.00. . .

ESSAYS. First and Second Series. In Cambridge Classics.
Crown 8vo, $1.00.

NATURE, LECTURES, AND ADDRESSES, together with
REPRESENTATIVE MEN. In Cambridge
Crown 8vo, $1.00.

PARNASSUS. A collection of Poetry edited by Mr. Emen
son. Introductory Essay. House Edition. 13mo, $1.%0.

Holiday Edition. 8vo, $3.00.

EMERSON BIRTHDAY BOOK. With Portrait and Illus-
trations. 18mo, $1.00.

EMERSON CALENDAR BOOK. 3amo, parchment-paper,
35 cents.

CORRESPONDENCE OF CARLYLE AND EMERSON,
1834-1872. KEdited by Cuarres ErLior NORrTON. 3
vols. crown 8vo, gilt top, $4.00.

Library Edition. 12 vols. 1amo, gilt top, $3.00.

CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN STERLING AND EMER-
SON. Edited, with a sketch of Sterling’s life, by Ep-
wARD WaLbo EMBRSON. 16mo, gilt top, $1.00.

LETTERS FROM RALPH WALDO E ‘ERSON TO A
FRIEND. 1838-1853. Edited by Cxaries EuioT
NorTON. .

EMERSON'S JOURNALS. Edited by Epwarp W.
EMBERsoN and WarLpo EmrrsonN Forpes. [llustrated.
Crown 8vo, $1.75 ne?, per volume.

Foy various other editions of Emerson's works and Emer-
son Memoirs, see catalogue.
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
BosToN AND NEw YORK
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(From Journals FOR, WAR, DL and KL)

Beecher on mobs. Dinner to General Burnside; Mr.
Storey’s question. Chapin as a lecturer. Magnifi-
cent Florence. Obstacles to philanthropy. Dr. Jack-
son on gold mines. Saturday Club dinner. Obit-
uarics of Thackeray. Captain O. W. Holmes.
France’s improvisations. Berthollet’s courage. Talk
with Alcott ; English and American genius. Our
clergy’s weakening hold on tradition; a new religion
of Virtue and Beauty; great sentiment; The Spirit;
Enthusiasm. Barriers. Agassiz’s success in Chicago;
Club meeting; plan for Shakspeare’s birthday. Mr.
Emerson’s plea for Concord schools. Boms-mots.
Thoreau’s letter to a lady. Parents and children.
Aecrial navigation coming. The hostile English press;
infatuated aristocracy. New blood disease. Unmind-
ful nations; selfish leaders. Congenial men. Must
read Renan. Conceit and humility; power of individ-
uals. Scholar’s method. Bandmann reads Hamlet.
Thoreau on a book. Invitations for Shakspeare Ter-
centenary Festival. School committee notes. Bias.
Letter to Matthew Arnold. Blake on Wordsworth.
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Shakspeare; his felicities; does not speak of tobacco.
The Festival, the company; Agassiz’sspeech. Shaks-
peare’s magic; the wonder at him grows; his courage
and competence. Conservative and Reformer. Pascal.
Shakspeare again; the sonnets; his language and direct
power. A Shakspeare professorship. In the plays
the story distracts from the poetry . . . . . 3-31
Physiology of taste; country life. No age in intellect.
Alcott on sons and daughters. Translation of Michel
Angelo’s sonnet. College mathematics, their over-
emphasis and abuse; crowd out other studies. Haw-
thorne’s funeral, his friends; James Freeman Clarke’s
address; the tragic element; Emerson’s disappoint-
ment in not having reached companionship. The child
on the clergyman. The genius of a race. Health the
helper. Music’s omniscience. Opposition’s value.
Lesson of the spider. A hotel helps the writer; other
helpful circumstances. Occidental respect for human
life. The French on English art. Atmospheric influ-
ences. The Master of Eton on its influence. Renan
on Paris. Advancing years. Helplessness in new con-
ditions. Moral of latent disease. The joy of insight.
Raffacle. American reserves; the new inventions.
Solitary inspirations. Kings. Manners a castle. Con-
solations of old age. Every age winnows. Talk with
Alcott; Americans have silently passed Debatable
Lands. Writers’ besetting puerilities. Germany excels
in culture; we lack repose. The good Indian. Excel-
lent conveniences of European cities. American inde-
pendent Thought. Niebuhr on Oracles and on Christ’s
rank. Family events. Effectof Alcott. England’s dis-
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creditable attitude and lost opportunity. The High
School. Orchard rule. The ¢¢cheating fund’’ for
travel. Affirmative. Visitors at Concord. Agassiz’s
excellence in counsel; his theory . . . . . 32-60
September walk with Channing; Nature’s speed. ¢ Sac-
rifice,’’ averse. America fighting for humanity; Na-
poleon’s prophecy.- Plea to Carlyle. Visits., Beauty
as areward. Harness of city conventionality; unspoiled
men. We lack enthusiasm. Nature gives wealth;
blessings of obscure youth; Aunt Mary on old-time
Christians. The war appoints the generals. Talent
in reading. Thoughts’ retrospective value. Faithful
Wordsworth comes to his fame. Drawings in Punch.
Holmes on lectures. Nature’s prodigality; cost of
experience, of love; we have more material than we
can work up. Meeting with Fowler, a Tennessee
Union-man. Historic expressions. Visit at Naushon;
John Murray Forbes, his admirable qualities; his talk
with Goldwin Smith on danger to England of her ma-
rine policy. The dire, 73 3ewwéy, in eloquence; Otis,
Lafayette’s return to the Assembly. The Age, and
Hour. Nature in Bryant’s poems. Talk with Henry
James; revolutionary force. Skies. The tardy change
of England’s tone. Adam Smith’s clothes and books.
Club meeting. The war has made patriotism. Verse,
The Sea-gods. Miss Hosmer, the teacher. Club
again. Cows’ merit. Praise of Bryant. Introduction
to lecture ¢¢Education’’; omen of the hour; the
Union is triumphing ; what America means. Napo-
leon 1II’s Lifz of Cesar. Lord Ravensworth on the
soil. Victor Cousin on The Pope. Reading . . 61-88
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JOURNAL LVI
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(From Journals KL, DL, ML, XO and IT)

Chicago; the lecturer wins his bet. Miss Edith Emerson
marries Colonel Forbes. Wilkinson’s writing. Hook-
er’s fine general order. Parisian literary men. The
peace of victory; the Reconstruction problem. Church
as an amusement. Thunderbolt. Samuel Hoar’s
strength. Reed on Locke. Playground as police. Il-
lusion of words. Mystery of immortality. President
Lincoln’s equality to his task. Marcus Antoninus. Del-
monico’s. Lafayette’s nobility. The Scribes’ doom.
Talk with Alcott on Religion; America’s coming reli-
gion; atheism of scientific men; there must be faith
as well as works. Elizabeth Hoar’s fair mind. Tactics
of argument. The Bible’s claimed authority arouses
resistance as the pagan scriptures do not. Affirm the
Moral Sentiment with dazzling courage. Limited
American reading; select books; events that were
eras; curious books. Carlyle’s demoniac fun. Ethics.
Our young soldiers; war moralizes as well as demoral-
izes. America, what it means to the immigrant. The
Praise of Intellect. A good cause supplies argument,
illustrations, poetry. Drugs and temperance. Being.
Jones Very’s saying on Shakspeare. Children of the
people. The pear blight. Forms gersus powers.
Writings on Immortality do not satisfy. Forceythe Will-
son. Wendell Phillips’s commanding talent. Manners.
Scotus Erigena. A resemblance to Lincoln; Nature’s
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cunning repetition; the Winthrops. Lingering pro-
slavery symptoms. Webster’s wrath at young men
who forsook him. Potential force. Fitness outranks
fashion. Beware the minor key. Stirling’s Secret of
Hegel. Carlyle’s intolerances. Collapse following vic-
tory. Williamstown; constellations from the observa-
tory. Dr. Jackson’s conversation at Thanksgiving.
The story of Cass and Albert H. Tracy. College
days; Unitarianism as a cure-all. Carlyle’s astonishing
style. Virtues of Reaction. Illusion of surfaces. Moral
sentiment our protection. The old papyrus, Memory;

X

the Past works. Reading . . . . . . .91-126

JOURNAL LVII
1866

(From Journals DL, LN, and ML)

Lecturing. The Task and the Muse. The paid mourner.
Common Sense; Mansfield, Brummel. Love’s impu-
tation. All-powerful manners. Song of the brook.
Home-critics. Education. Criticism from Europe.
Caution to the University. Charles XII on Mathe-
matics. Sentences from the Koran. Napoleon and his
genius. Hesper. Course on ¢¢ Philosophy of the Peo-
ple.”” Laws of the mind. Dr. Johnson’s sayings. In-
tellect. The Celestial Mind. Aunt Mary on Immor-
tality; Van Helmont. The Vikings’ code. Uses of
an Academy; ¢¢ Chaldaic Oracles’’; Zoroaster on
death. Identity. Polarity. Memory is Man’s lost
Pleiad; Life’s allurements to the Mind. War clarifies,
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opens new doors that never shut. Letter to a friend
in Europe; advance of old age; Newcomb; Holmes.
What Hegel says. Hafiz plays greatly; fears nothing,
America’s political duty ethical. Goethe. Beauty a
miniature of the world; hence concerns all men. Deity
and ¢« God.”’ The field and the seven men. Taliessin;
Whitman. Poets of a zingle utterance. Aunt Mary’s
manuscripts, their attraction and elevation. Visit to the
young people’s camp on Monadnoc ; the storm, the
glories. Harvard gives degree of Doctor of Laws.
Wither and Lovelace compared. Drinking and to-
bacco. Charles Lamb, Our debt to Milton. Humani-
ty’s nobility through the ages. Calvinism and Greek
myths. We want heat. Man and the Muse. The new
Atlantic cable. Old light better than new, Political
fanaticism. Alcott in New York . . . . 129-1§8
Maya (Illusion) of Hindoos. William Forbes. Gifts,
Flowers. Visit to Agassiz; Brezil. Biography. Hin-
doo theology important; teaches nobility. Self-respect
in a family. Anquetil Duperron. Atlantic cable suc-
ceeds. Books as doors. Egypt. Hafiz plays with
magnitudes; the manly positive degree. Caprice of
Fame; degrees of Greatness. Masters. Dr. Charles
T. Jackson tells of wild music at Lake Superior; An-
alyzed sound. Home allows privacy. The Two
Facts. The Preacher. Men and Women. Woman’s
help to cause of Freedom. Necessity. Railroads make
republics. Wealth meets the unexpected. To writers.
In dreams we play both parts. Success. Kindness.
Names. Brag. Useful Theresa, The Negro. Read-

ing . . . . . . . .« . 159-177
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Western lecturing. Pleasure in Minnesota; Wisconsin
railroads; Long sleigh-rides. Taylor’s and Winck-
clmann’s paganism. Eloquence; Landor. Christ’s
preaching and ours. The mind is true. Natural aris-

" tocracy. Intellectual power the presence of God. The
guiding whisper. Men of talent, and those who de-
light in the Eternal Laws. The goading Spirit hides,
but is Heaven. Embodied Thoughts. Swedenborg’s
vision not clear; Milton’s vision. The writer’s testi-
mony on higher things. Religion is vision enacted;
the Soul and the inward law. Good universal, the Law
justifies itself. The questions of the Age. American
Melioration; this country’s office. The human race
immortal. Lessing on astronomy. Coming era in Uni-
versities. Fathers and sons. Nantasket Beach. Cul-
ture partial. The real, daily miracle. Funeral of
George L. Stearns. Treatment of Negroes and Jews.
Desired tutors. The stately Hudson River. Justice
Maule’s rebuke. May- Day published. Collins’s musi-
cal quality. Aunt Mary’s reading of Tasso, Homer
and Milton. Immortality. Dr. Holmes. The old Bos-
ton town-crier. Stout hearts of Pindar and Kepler.
The lost passage in a book. Mrs. Barbauld. Emer-
son appointed Overseer at Harvard. Nature’s sym-
bols; eyes that can see Identity and Centrality. Death
of Mrs. Ripley; her gifts and charm. Charles New-
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comb’s writing. Parsons’s translation of the Inferno.
Dante’s abnormal mind. Quotation or Originality.
Johnson on death; a representative Englishman. Elu-
sive dream. Strong preachers and outgrown forms.
Identity. The Natural. Light. Things incomprehen-
sible yet practical. Zymosis. The grandchild. Peace
even-handed. Matthew Arnold on Style. Carlyle’s
perverse attitude. Holmes on Dr. James Jackson. The
deluge. Consul Grattan’s wit. The tempting class-
ics. The Quoter gives his past: Kean’s admirable
Richard I1. Architecture of thought. Nature’s charm-
ing repetitions; what is quotation ? The joy of reading
others’ works. English guests. More Western lec-
tures, and peril of the freezing Mississippi. Read-

ing . . . . . . . ¢ < o . . 181-224

JOURNAL LIX
1868

(From Journals LN and NY)

Sickness of William Emerson. Quarrel of boys. Praise
of Harriet Martineau’s Eastern Life. Free trade. Un-
equal shares of beauty. Charles Norton’s lecture.
The gods of Egypt. The banker’s prophecy of for-
tunes in Railroads. Knowledge dies with its posses-
sors. America’s poets should be patriots. Herodotus
on the Egyptians. Aunt Mary’s attitude in Heaven.
Colonel Theodore Lyman, Dr. Jackson on balloons.
President Johnson. ¢¢The eye altering alters all.”’
Present day obstructives, Horatio Greenough. Oneness
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of Religion. Richard Owen’s request from Turner.
Sunday School. The wished - for tower. Alexander
and the Brahmin. Poetic results of Science; Unity.
The World a school for Heaven. Revolutions wrought
by time; great men. Epigrams. Goethe. Books.
Aristophanes judged. Education. Tennyson’s << Holy
Grail >’; a later opinion. Leisure. Calvinism, its
three legs; Buddhism its opposite. The Atlantic au-
thors. The Opposition. Inspirations of fit company.
Gurney and others. John Weiss. Scott. Absurd
honorary degrees. Fox on versifying. Disracli. Wil-
liam Morris’s Earthly Paradise. Beauty a moral
effect. Duties done; a daughter. A friend may tell
your fortune. Metaphysicians, Berkeley, Hegel; the
next step? Enchantments; Shakspeare’s poems. The
temple builders. The scashore. Visit to Miss Clarke
at Newport . . . . . . . . . . 2z6-250
The sea not seen from the wharves; the ocean’s sur-
prise. Mrs. Helen Hunt; George Eliot’s poems;
Wordsworth. Vermont, Middlebury. Mount Mans-
field, George Bradford, George Bartlett. Banquet to
Chinese Embassy. The University question, faults
and shortcomings. Nature’s bounty. Evarts and Wil-
liams. France’s scientific achievement. Joy in woods;
in books of reference. Boston course of lectures.
Memorable single poems or sentences. George E.
Tufts’s line. Mediocre books; blessing of libraries.
Zymosis,” ferment of Science. Surprises from within.
French tact in writing. John Hunter; his Museum;
¢sarrested development.”” William R. Ware, his
Berkeley St. Church and Harvard Memorial Hall.
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Lowell’s poems; tone in poetry. Wordsworth and
Tennyson. Michel Angelo; Thomas Gray. Eng-
lish manners. Strong New England families. Cul-
ture. Farming. Intellect and physical laws. Read-

ing . . . . . . . . . . . . 251-272
JOURNAL LX
1869

(From Journals NY and ML)

Plan for Readings in Boston; the Bardic poetry, the
Morte d’ Artbar; Byron, Scott, Tennyson. Homer’s
impartiality. Arab and Greek hospitality. Tone;
French poetry, Victor Hugo. Religion, the point of
view. Cheering men; the Forbeses, Judge Hoar,
Agassiz. Immortality. Political managers. Shaks-
peare the man. Montaigne on Socrates. Richard

"Hunt. Readings to class; poetry and prose planned
or actually: read. The Mountain, verse. Pervading
Deity. Imcompatibles. Memory. Talk to Alcott on
the Current of Thought. Bunsen. God’s dealing
with Time. College Committee on Merit and Disci-
pline st Harvard; marks, the Antioch method. Judge
Hoar at Commencement dinner. Charles Sumner’s
character, learning, services; his detractors. Landor
compares Austria with Florence alone. Hesiod’s say-
ings. Periodicity on Nature and in Fable. Speech at
Humboldt Centenary Celebration. Powers of Intel-
lect enumerated. Command. Experimental poetry.
Problem of dreams. General Wayne’s foresight. Aunt
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Mary and society. Prune your writing. Plutarch’s
immortality. The Indian and Eliot. Blessing of
warmth. Latent Harmony. Threat of Calvinism.
Elect persons. Agassiz’s illness, Reading . . 27§-306

JOURNAL LXI

1870
(From Journals NY and ST)

Goodwin’s Plutarch’s Morals. Society and Solitude.
Charles Ware’s dream; Commemoration Day at Har-
vard; Lowell’s Ode. Bettine Brentano and Aunt
Mary. Saturday Club. Lowell misprizes Thoreau.
The new book sells. Vicious protection in trade.
Gentlemen rare. Musagetes; a Yankee Muse helps.
Alvah Crocker; his Fitchburg Railroad and Hoosac
Tunnel; Baldwin. Jealousy of Dream-spirits. Mon-
tesquieu. Use of Clubs to hermits. Arago. Carlyle’s
bequest of books to Harvard University. Varnhagen
on impressions. The exclusive Englishman. Goethe’s
Musagetes again. University Lectures established at
Harvard; Mr. Emerson asked to give course on Phi-
losophy. Identity; Bias; Schelling and his pupils;
Hegel on sensibility ? Dog and dress. Fichte. Auto-
graph letters. Plutarch on reacting courtesy; Montes-
quicu on Age. Philip Physick Randolph. Alexander’s
weeping rightly told. ¢<Apophthegms of Great Com-
manders.’’ Philosophies grow old. Socrates’s accus-
ers. Nouvelle Biograpbie Générale. Nantasket Beach;
its riches and glories. Can I have books hereafter ?
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Mrs. Howe’s «¢ Battle Hymn *’ and ¢¢ The Flag.”
Home. Aunt Mary’s moral inspirations; the an-
cient ecthics; the omnipotent 2es. Christianity and
man react on each other. The September trip to Wa-
terford and Mount Washington. France’s fate. Sat-
urday Club. Chivalry a good theme, Imagination
unextinguishable. The range of a thought, religion
promotes this, in the great writers. Memory. The
Master’s Degree made real at Harvard. Corner-stone
of Memorial Hall laid; admirable services. Freedom
given by the private Class. Importance of foreign lit-
erature. Couture’s important rule applied to writing;
Holmes and Hood as examples. Education of familiar
intercourse; heredity in culture. Greatness. Greek.
Objection to metaphysics. Americans fortunate in
individual freedom. Plutarch’s Symposiacs. History
shows that lapses beget protest and reform. Voltaire’s
Spinoza. Classics over-esteemed; Science asserts it-
sclf. Plato on Time. The Rememberers. Public
speaking. Oliver’s Puritan Commonwealth underesti-
mates force of conditions. Stories of Rhode Island;
holy ancestors. Delight in men who can do things.
The mystical double printing. Reading . . 309-344

JOURNAL LXII
1871

(From Journal ST)

Lectures. Organizing the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.
Course on Philosophy at Harvard. Age, Taliessin.
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The Spirit bas no fear of Science; Identity. Carlyle
and Mill. Pusey sends an inscribed book. Miiller’s
gift. Coleridge on Greek women. Chateaubriand and
Washington. John M. Forbes carries Mr. Emerson
off to California for a rest; the party. Notes of the
journey, the Big Tree, California boys. Good comes
of evil in the population. Newton on gifts. Coinci-
dences suggest guardian angel. Return home. The
fountain inscription. Beauty of woman’s hair. Na-
ture’s ground plan. << My Men.’’ Historical Society ;
Scott Centennial; picturesque superstition. Correla-
tion of forces, sciences, men. Splendors of this Age.
Poetry must be fresh, avoid emphasis; the man and
his visiting angel. The g5oth year after graduation.
Rhetoric. The Whig poetry of Charles I's time did
not live. Thought may expel Memory. Ellery Chan-
ning’s poems. Alcott’s words on Memory. Bret
Harte’s visit. Ruskin’s Two Paths. Names. Those
facts that Nature teaches; their relation. Poetic ne-
cessity of Mind; beautiful revelations of science.
Thoughts fugitive. Hero meets his enchanter. Ba-
con’s saying on testimony. Tibullus, on Venus; Epi-
charmus on the Mind. Geoffroy Saint - Hilaire’s
heroism, his contest with Cuvier. Culture increasing;
more writers and lovers of verse; vers de Société.
Blessed cheerfulness. Poets have unlucky physique.
The father fails to control child; the sympathetic man
can. America at disadvantage in literary culture, but
has many men of varied power and wit; fine women
also. Burnt Chicago; the last Western lecturing jour-

xvii

ney. Reading . . . . . . . . . 347-373
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Lectures at Baltimore and Washington. Speech to Freed-
men at Howard University; praise of George Her-
bert; its result. James T. Fields arranges Saturday
Afternoon Readings for Mr. Emerson; their success.
Notes on Religion. Lecture for Concord on gener-
osity in books and pictures. Memories of childish de-
lights and wonders. Old Age. The good writer will
influence, independent of date. Shakspeare a fixed
star. The sixty-ninth birthday near childhood’s home
in Boston; memories. Beauty of girls in Boston streets.
Sarah Clarke’s visit. Address at Amherst College,
guest of President Stearns. The great office of Poetry.
The burning of the Concord home. The town fam-
ily to the rescue; hospitality at the Old Manse. The
munificence of the many friends; Dr. LeBaron Rus-
sell and Judge Hoar. Provisional arrangements. Mr.
Emerson’s illness and anxicties. Visit to Maine. Nau-
shon and its restoring hospitalities; its beauty. Mr.
Emerson sent to Europe by his friends. London;
Colonel Lee and Charles Norton, William Henry
Channing and Moncure D. Conway; their attentions.
Good effect of rest. Carlyle; Dean Stanley. Can-
terbury. At Paris with Lowell and John Holmes.
Rome; the good Von Hoffmans. Sailing for Egypt;
Christmas at Alexandris. Reading . . . 377-401

Google



CONTENTS XiX

JOURNAL LXIV

1873
(From Journal ST)

The dismal Delta. Cairo. Meeting friends. Courtesy of
General Stone (Pasha). Sailing up the Nile in a
dahabeah; the party. Humiliation of ignorance; the
sphinxes” scorn. The stately people. Summer in mid-
winter. Thebes, Assuan, Philz. The magnet’s mys-
tery. Pleasant English visitors. Return to Cairo.
Crete. Rome; friends. Florence; John Bigelow, Her-
man Grimm and his wife. Latter March in Paris
with Lowell and John Holmes. J. C. Morison.
Meeting with Renan, Taine, Elie de Beaumont. En-
joyment of Paris, its privileges and freedom. Returning
strength and spirits. April in London. Happy meet-
ings with Carlyle. Gladstone, Mill, Huxley, Tyn-
dall, Dean Stanley, Thomas Hughes, Helps and oth-
ers. Visit to the Amberleys. Cyfarthra Castle. Ox-
ford, guest of Max Miiller; Jewett, Ruskin, Prince
Leopold. Visit to Mr. Flower, Stratford on Avon.
The voyage home. Birthday at sea; Mr. Norton’s
poem. Concord’s joyful welcome. Wonder of the re-
stored home. Mrs. Bell’s mot. Max Miiller’s trib-
ute. September, Address at opening of Munroe gift
of Free Public Library to Concord. Stallo forestalls
Darwin. Theologic mysteries. Overseer of College
again. Hegel on life. Boston Tea-Party anniversary;
reading of poem ¢¢ Boston.”’ Reading . . 40§-42§

Google



XX - CONTENTS

JOURNAL LXV

1874
(From Journal ST)

Quiet life at home, reviewing the manuscripts. Charles
Sumner’s death; Judge Hoar’s letter. Death of two
old and valued friends : Abel Adams; Francis Cabot
Lowell, obituary notice. The secret of Poetry, Can-
didacy for Lord Rectorship of Glasgow University;
Disraeli wins. Collection of poetry ¢¢Parnassus’’
published; its history. Reading . . . . 429-438
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Mr. Emerson unequal to arranging the promised volume.
Mr. Cabot willingly gives the needed aid. Letsers
and Social Aims published. Lecture in Philadelphia:
the three old playfellows meet. Centennial celebra-
tion of Concord Fight. Emerson unveils French’s
Minute Man and speaks. Human life and Nature’s
teaching. Children utter unconsciousoracles. Schleier-

" macher’s impatience of university routine. Emerson
appointed on committee on Philosophy at Harvard
College. Carlyle’s 8oth birthday. Reading . 441-445
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The Carlyle medal. Address at the University of
Virginia in June. Reminiscences at Boston Latin
School Celebration in November. William Alling-

ham’spoem. . . . . . . . . . 449-451

THE LEDGERS
(From Ledger PH)

Idealism, our need of ascent. The miracle of powers
combined. Sensibility, joy of human relation. Ab-
normal minds, Blake, Swedenborg, Behmen; oracular
men, Persian, Hindoo. Wonder. Divination by sym-
pathy; Hegel and Kant. The grand masters of
thought; instinct to write in verse. No age to Intel-
lect. Inspiration, its periods of sleep; its majesty.
Man’s witness to the Law. Style. Transition our
privilege and power. Your spirit should rank your
talent, character must command; heroes win us. Na-
ture leads us. Nature and Mind.

(From Ledger TO)

Hegel faltered, but his teaching did its work. Skepticism
useful. Sieze on a man’s sanity, ignore the rest. Re-
spect the exempts, they justify themselves. The as-
cending effort. Hegel’s dogma helped on Science.
Melioration as well as transition. Genius unsettles
everything. Writing must be like Nature’s works.
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Fame convenient. Mankind’s verdict good; Jesus
stands at the head of history. Thought wins against
Fate; its harmony, its dawn; it is man’s distinction.
Language proves your thought not new. Divine
genius; the sculptor’s fecling imbues the marble.
. Truth vanishes with contradiction; Thoreau’s word.
The people prefer thoughts to truth. Subjectiveness is
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JOURNAL LV
1864.

(From FOR, WAR, DL and KL)

[All page references to passages from the Journals used by
Mr. Emerson in his published works are to the Centenary
Edition, 1903-05.]

To the Front!

[IT does not appear that the Western lectur-
ing trip was so far or so long this year as
often. Mr. Emerson seems to have given lec-
tures in Erie and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and
Cleveland, Ohio, and probably other places, but
reached home in the third week in January.]

Téxyn Toxnv éorepbe xal Toxn Téyvmy*
Agatho.
(From FOR)
Fanuary 13, 1864.
Beecher, at breakfast, illustrated the difference

between the impulsive mobin New York Cooper
Institute and the organized mob in Liverpool

t Art (or skill) and luck are on good terms with one an-
other.
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4 JOURNAL [AcE 60

meeting. “In one you go by a corner where
the wind sucks in, and blows your hat off, but,
when you get by it, you go along comfortably
to the next corner. In the other, you are on the
prairie, with no escape from the irresistible

northwester.”
(From WAR)

February 8.

At the dinner given the other night, Febru-
ary 4, at the Union Club to General Burnside,
after much talk of the accounts of our several
battles given by the reporters of the press, in
which accounts the General plainly had no con-
fidence,and so of the ignorance on the part of all
subaltern officers, who could not know any more
than they saw;—in despair Mr. Charles Storey
looked up, and said, “ Well, General, do you
then think we have true history, in Casar’s Com-
mentaries?”’ ‘There was a sudden laugh which
went round the whole table, gradually increasing
in volume and cheer.

February 19.

Last night heard Chapin lecture, for the first
time. He has a powerful, popular voice which
agreeably stimulates the house, and, rarely, he
drops the orotund, which is like an infantry
company firing one at a time, and uses a quieter
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1864] PHILANTHROPY s

tone which penetrates all ears, and deepens the
silence. But I thought it is not a question
whether we shall be a nation, or only a multi-
tude of people; no, but whether we shall be the
new nation, the leading guides and lawgivers of
the world, as having clearly chosen and firmly
held the simplest and best rule of political so-
ciety.

What a town was Florence with Dante, Ghi-
berti, Giotto, Brunelleschi, Da Vinci, Michael
Angelo, Raffaelli, Cellini, Guicciardini, Machia-
velli, Savonarola, Alfieri, Galileo!

The obstacle the philanthropic movements
meet is in theinvincible depravity of the virtuous
classes. The excellent women who have made
an asylum for young offenders, boys of 10 to
[18?] years, and who wish, after putting them
through their school, to put them out to board
in good farmers’ or mechanics’ families, find the
boys do well enough, but the farmer and the
farmer’s wife, and the mechanic’s wife, behave
brutally. What then? One thinks of Luttrell’s
speech about the soldiers fraternizing with the
mob, “ Egad,it’s awkward when the extinguish-
er catches fire.” And I remember that Charles
Barnard had not made up his mind whether
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6 JOURNAL [AGE 60

Dr. Tuckerman, his chief, relieved or made more
pauperism.

Dr. Charles T. Jackson will have nothing to
do with the survey of gold mines, because he
has no confidence that they ean be profitably
worked by any stock company: the workmen
in such mines will carry off all the gold. In Cali-
fornia and Oregon, every miner for himself: and
on such terms only can they be wrought.

February 28.

Yesterday at the Club with Cabot, Ward,
Holmes, Lowell, Judge Hoar, Appleton, Howe,
Woodman, Forbes, Whipple, with General Bar-
low,* and Mr. Howe, of Nova Scotia, for guests;
but cramped for time by late dinner and early
hour of the return train,— a cramp which spoils
a club. For you shall not, if you wish good for-
tune, even take pains to secure your right and
left hand men. The least design instantly makes
an obligation to make their time agreeable,
which I can never assume. Holmes was gay

1 Francis C. Barlow, whose brilliant military talent and
utter courage raised him from a private volunteer soldier to a
Major-General’s command, lived in Concord with his mother
in his boyhood and attended the Academy.
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1864] DICKENS ON THACKERAY 7

with his “preadamite mentioned in the Scrip-
tures,— Chap. First,”” and Appleton with “that
invariable love of hypocrisy which delights the
Saxon race,”’ etc.

The Spectator says of the three obituary no-
tices of Thackeray by Dickens, Trollope, and
Kingsley, that only Dickens’s is equal to the
subject; the others strain to write up, and
fail.: ’

Captain O. W. Holmes* tells me that the
Army of the Potomac is acquiring a professional
feeling, and that they have neither panics nor
excitements, but more self-reliance.

France, in 1789, improvised war, and in
1803, improvised civilization. (See in Sainte-
Beuve, Nouveaux Causeries, article « Biot.”)

Berthollet’s report on the poisoned brandy

1 What follows is printed in ¢¢ Greatness’’ (Letters and
Social Aims, pp. 317, 318).

2 Captain Holmes, of the Twentieth Regiment, Massa-
chusetts Volunteers, bore a gallant part in the fighting of the
Army of the Potomac and had been severely wounded at the
batte of Antietam. (See ¢“MyHunt after ¢the Captain’’’ in
the At/antic Monthly, Dec. 1862, by his father, the Doctor.)
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8 JOURNAL [AcE 60

to the Committee of Public Safety. He put the
brandy through a filter and then drank it. “ How
dared you drink it?” said Robespierre. “I did
a bolder thing,” replied Berthollet, “when I put
my name to that Report,” —as having resisted
the panic of suspicion which made the tyranny
of the Committee of Public Safety.

March 13.

Last night talked with Alcott, who returns
much lately to the comparison between English
and American genius. I gratified him by say-
ing that our intellectual performance, taken with
our sentiment,is perhaps better worth than their
performance, taken with their limitation or
downward tendency. For certainly we cannot
count or weigh living writers with theirs. But
how to meet the demand for a religion? A few
clergymen here, like Hedge and Clarke, retain
the traditions, but they never mention them to
me, and, if they travelled in France, England, or
Italy, would leave them locked up in the same
closet with their sermons at home, and, if they
did not return, would never think to send for
them. Beecher, Manning, Bushnell hold alittle
firmer and more easily to theirs, as Calvinism has
a more tenacious vitality ;— but that is doomed
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18644 THE NEW RELIGION 9

also, and will only die last; for Calvinism rushes
to be Unitarianism as Unitarianism rushes to
be Naturalism.

How, then, is the new generation to be edi-
fied? How should it not? The life of these once
omnipotent traditions was really not in the le-
gend, but in the moral sentiment and the meta-
physical fact which the legends enclosed ;—and
these survive. A new Socrates, or Zeno, or
Swedenborg, or Pascal, or a new crop of gen-
iuses, like those of the Elizabethan age, may be
born in this age, and, with happy heat and a
bias for theism, bring asceticism and duty and
magnanimity into vogue again.

In the most vulgar times, in the bronze as in
the oaken age, a certain number of men of or-
ganic virtue are born — men and women of na-
tive integrity, and indifferently in high and low
families. But there will always be a class of im-
aginative men, whom poetry, whom the love of
Beauty leads to the adoration of the moral senti-
ment.” . . . At any time, it only needs the con-
temporaneous appearance of a few superior and

1 The last two sentences, without the names, are printed
in ¢¢ Character’” (Lectures and Biographical Sketches, p.116).

2 The rest of the paragraph is found in ¢¢ Character’’
(Lectures and Biograpbical Sketches, pp. 117, 118).
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10 JOURNAL {AcE 60

attractive men to give a new and noble turn to
the public mind.

I said to Alcott that we old fellows occupy
ourselves with the history or literature of the
Sentiment, and not, as once, with the essence
itself. I remember in my life happy weeks when
I said to myself, “I will no longer respect Suc-
cess, or the finishing and exhibition of my work ;
but every stroke on the work, every step taken
in the dark toward it, every defeat, even, shall
be sacred and luminous also. Am I not always
in the Great Presence? I will not postpone my
existence, but be always great and serene with
that inspiration.”

Alcott thought that successful men were
liable to such fall, but that unsuccessful men
had nothing else but the sentiment to return to.
And that is just, and the sentiment may, by such
habitude, come to steep and meliorate the man,
— come to be character instead of a rhetoric.

The resources, I say, remain, or renew, day
by day. The old Eternal Ghost, the Jove, re-
fuses to be known, but refuses to depart : then,
the sporadic probity I spoke of, capriciously
scattered, is yet always present to keep society
sweet. Then Enthusiasm — from pure Vision
down to its most clouded form of Fanaticism —
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1864 AGASSIZ IN CHICAGO 11

is the miraculous leaping lightning, not to be
measured by the horse-power of the Under-
standing.” And the unanimous approbation of
Society and of Governments is secured, as a
rule, to godliness, because of its usefulness.

Barriers of man impassable. They whoshould
be friends cannot pass into each other. Friends
are fictions founded on some single momentary
experience. . . .

But what we want is consecutiveness.” . . .

March 26.

At the Club, where was Agassiz just returned
from his lecturing tour, having created a Nat-
ural History Society in Chicago, where four
thousand five hundred dollars were subscribed
as its foundation by nineteen persons.’ And to
which he recommended the appointment of Mr.
Kinnicott as the superintendent.

1 This sentence occurs in ¢¢ Progress of Culture *’ (Let-
ters and Social Aims, p. 228),

2 The rest of the paragraph is found in <¢¢Inspiration’’
(Letter and Social Aims, pp. 272, 273).

3 Footnote by R. W. E. When1 visited the ¢ Chicago
Natural History Museum ’’ in 1865, the fund had become
$50,000.

Google



12 JOURNAL [AcE 60

Dr. Holmes had received a demand from
Geneva, New York, for fifty-one dollars as cost
of preparing for his failed lecture. Governor
Andrew was the only guest. Hedge, Hoar,
both the Doctors Howe, Holmes, Lowell, Nor-
ton, Woodman, Whipple, were present. It was
agreed that the April election should be put off
till May, and that the next meeting should be
on April 23,intead of joth, and that we should,
on that day, have an open club, allowing gentle-
men whom we should designate to join us in
honour of Shakspeare’s birthday. The commit-
tee of the Club might invite certain gentlemen
also, as the guests of the Club, Emerson, Low-
ell, and Holmes being the committee.

(From DL)

[Mr. Emerson was at this time on the School
Committee, and the “ March Meeting ” of the
voters was at hand, when it might fall to him
to urge the town to liberality in the annual ap-
propriation for the schools.]

School. First, see that the expense be for
teaching, or that school be kept the greatest

1 He was chosen a member shortly after, as were also
Martin Brimmer, James T. Fields and Samuel W. Rowse.
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1864] CONCORD SCHOOLS 13

number of days and for the greatest number of
scholars. Then that the best teachers and the
best apparatus, namely, building, furniture,
books, etc., be provided. School, because it is
the cultus of our time and place, fit for the Re-
public, fit for the times, which no longer can be
reached and commanded by the Church. What
an education in the public spirit of Massachu-
setts has been the war-songs, speeches, and
readings of the schools! Every district school
has been an anti-slavery convention for two or
three years last past. This town has no seaport,
no cotton, no shoe-trade, no water-power, no
gold, lead, coal, or rock oil, nor marble; nothing
but wood and grass, not even ice and granite,
our New England staples; fot the granite is
better in Fitchburg, and our ice, Mr. Tudor
said, had bubbles in it. We are reduced, then,
to manufacture school-teachers, which we do,
for the Southern and Western market. I ad-
vise the town to stick to that staple, and make
it the best in the world. It is your lot in the
urn. And itis one of the commanding lots. Get
the best apparatus, the best overseer; and turn
out the best possible article. Mr. Agassiz says,
“ I mean to make the Harvard Museum such
that no European naturalist can afford to stay
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14 JOURNAL [AcE 60

away from it.”” Let the Town of Concord say
as much for its school. We will make our
schools such that no family which has a new
home to choose can fail to be attracted hither,
as to the one town in which the best education
can be secured. This is one of those long pro-
spective economies which are sure and remu-
nerative.

Bons-mots. I am always struck with the speed
with which every new interest, party, or way of
thinking gets its fon-mot and name and so adds:
a new word to language. Thus Higginson, and
Livermore, Hosmer, and the fighting chaplains
give necessity and vogue to ‘““muscular Chris-
tianity.” The language of the day readily sug-
gested to some theological wit to call hell “a
military necessity.”

Thoreau’s Letter.' “ Do you read any noble
verses? For my part, they have been the only
things I remembered, or that which occasioned

1 The letter was written to Mrs. Lucy Cotton (Jackson)
Brown, Mrs. Emerson’s elder sister, an invalid lad}' whose
experiences had not been fortunate, and whom Thoreau al-
ways tried to cheer up, besides being helpful to her in many
practical ways.
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1864] AGE. AVIATION 15

them, when all things else were blurred and de-
faced. All things have put on mourning but
they; for the elegy itself is some victorious
melody in"you escaping from the wreck. It is
relief to read some true books, wherein all are
equally dead, equally alive. I think the best
parts of Shakspeare would only be enhanced by
the most thrilling and affecting events. I have
found it so. And so much the more as they are
not intended for consolation.”

O/d Age. 1 told Richard Fuller that he would
soon come to a more perfect obedience to his
children than he had ever been able to obtain
from them.

M. Babinet informs us that the problem of
aerial navigation is on the point of being solved.
I am looking, therefore, for an arrival of the
remainder of the prisoners of war from the Libby
and Atlanta prisons, by the balloon, descend-
ing at some point in Pennsylvania by a night
voyage from the South.

The English journals are flippant and spite-

ful in their notices of American politics and
society, but mean abuse cannot be answered.

Google



16 JOURNAL [AcE 60

If the writers were responsible, and could be
held to the interrogatory, it would be easy to
refresh their short memories with the history
of English politics and society. The private
memoirs of any age of England are full of
scandal. Read Lord Hervey to know how just
king, ministers, lords, bishops, and commons
were in George I's time. Read Wraxall for
George III’s. Were the interiors of the court
and the behaviour of the great lords in any
age great and disinterested ? Ask Pepys, ask
Swift, Barnet, Bacon. The illusion under which
the aristocracy live amounts to insanity. Lord
Bristol plainly believes that it is very good of
him to exist and the Government owes him
unceasing thanks. He does nothing for them.
Well, that is the humour of them all in Lord
Hervey’s pictures. That immensity of conde-
scension in a fat old lubber does not appear
at Washington except in men very long dis-
tinguished.

It was curious, that, in the first volume of
Hervey, the mere mention of Lord Bristol’s
love for Ickworth, and Walpole’s building of
his grand seat at Houghton, and Lord Town-
send’s Raynham, more tickled my fancy, the vis-
ion of parks and gardens, than all the history.
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April,

Diplomatic. Lord Hervey affirms that,“ How-
ever incredible, it is literally true, that, when
Queen Caroline (of George II) was dying, she
advised the king to marry again; whereupon
the tears and sobs of the King were renewed,
and he exclaimed, ¢ Non, f’aurai des maitresses’;
to which the Queen made no other reply than,
‘Ab! mon Dieu! Cela n’'empéche pas.’”

" Old Age. The Tribune reports that a New
Zealand physician, lecturing on the ignorance in
people of their own complaints, was asked by
a lady, “ What was the subject of his next lec-
ture?” The circulation of the blood,” he re-
plied. She said she should certainly attend, for
she had been troubled with that complaint for
a long time.

Nations have no memories. They are all such
unlicked cubs as we see ; great mobs of young
men, full of conceit and all manner of empti-
ness. Lord Hervey, Pepys, Clarendon, Lord
Chesterfield, Commines, Wraxall, show up the
aristocracy ; that it is a gang of rich thieves, in-
stead of a gang of poor thieves.
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Garrison. Round him legislatures revolve.
¢ Father of his country more than Washington,”
said Alcott.

What unexpected revivals we have seen!
Maryland and Kentucky are converted. Then
Concord may be.

If to the clubhouse people came; if, better,
to some town of cheap living we could call
twenty deep men to spend a month and take
our chance of meeting each. in turn alone, that
were worth while. When a man meets his ac-
curate mate, then life is delicious.

Alcott said of preachers, the “people want
some one who has been where they are now.”

I suppose I must read Renan, Vie de Fésus,
which I fancied was Frenchy. Itis a pregnant
text, and a key to the moral and intellectual
pauses and inactivity of men, “ The creature is
subject to vanity.” There is none almost who
has not this misleading egotism. The efficient
men are efficient by means of this Flanders
horse. But it destroys them for grandeur of aim,
and for highest conversation. They all gravitate.
to cities. God, the inward life, is not enough
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1864) RENAN’S «LIFE OF JESUS” 19

for them; they must have the million mirrors
of other minds, must measure wit with others
for mastery, and must have the crowns and
rewards of wit that cities give. Yet up and down
in every nation, are scattered individual souls
with the grace of humility. George Fox, Beh-
men, Scougal, the Mahometan Saint Rabia,
and the Hindoos, have the art to cheapen the
world thereby. So Ossian’s “ Cathmore dwelt
in the wood to avoid the voice of praise.” Jesus
was grand where he stood, and let Rome and
London dance after Nazareth. But the think-
ers or /ittérateurs of humility are not humble.
Thus Alcott, Thoreau, and I know the use
and superiority of it, but I cannot praise our
practice.

Every saint as every man comes one day to
be superfluous.

Who can doubt the potences of an individual
mind, who sees the shock given to torpid races,
torpid for ages, by Mahomet, a vibration pro-
pagated over Asia and Africa, and not yet
exhausted? What then of Menu? What of
Buddh?

The single word Madame in French poetry,
makes it instantly prose.
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Scholar. Montaigne had rather take Europe
into his confidence than to tell so much to a
French lord ; as one may move awkwardly in
a parlour, who walks well enough in a crowd.
I heard Bandmann read Hamlet’s soliloquy, the
other day, at Bartol’s. In conversation he was
polite and expansive enough, but plainly en-
joyed the new expansion that the reading gave
him. He stood up, and by musing distanced
himself, then silences all the company, and gets
out of doors, as it were, by a cheerful cry of a
verse or two, and acquires a right to be the hero,
and abounds in his own sense, and puts it des-
potically upon us, in look, manner, and elocu-
tion. He brought out the broad meaning of the
soliloquy truly enough, but, as all actors will,
with an overmuch, with emphasis and mouthing.
They cannot let well alone, but must have the
merit of all the refinements and second senses
they have found or devised, and so drive it too
finely. It is essential to reach this freedom, or
gay self-possession, but temperance is essential,
too.

. Henry Thoreau wrote in 1840, “A good

book will not be dropped by its author, but
thrown up. It will be so long a promise that he
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1864) SHAKSPEARE FESTIVAL 21

will not overtake it soon. He will have slipped
the leash of a fleet hound.”

[It would appear that the celebration of the
three hundredth anniversary of Shakspeare’s
birth had its origin in the Saturday Club, and
that Mr. Emerson had been appointed one of
a committee of invitations and arrangements.
Evidently changes were made in the plan, for
these lists and a later one do not quite agree. ]

Address Dr. Frothingham, G. C. Verplanck,
J. G. Whittier, Dr. Asa Gray, R. H. Dana.
April 6, wrote to Everett, Bryant, Bancroft,
Quincy, Jr., Ward; April 7, wrote to Sanborn,
John M. Forbes, Ticknor, Governor Andrew,
Richard Grant White, Cabot, Lowell, Apple-
ton, Holmes, Gould, Frothingham, Whittier.

(Invitation to our centennial celebration of
Shakspeare’s birthday :)

Club— Agassiz, Appleton, Cabot, Dana,
Dwight, Emerson, Forbes, Hawthorne, Hedge,
Hoar, Howe, Holmes, Longfellow, Lowell,
(Motley), Norton, Peirce,? Sumner,? Ward,
Whipple, Woodman.

Outsiders — Andrew, Bryant, Bancroft, Ver-
planck, Curtis, Frothingham, Dana, Whittier,
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Everett, Child, Gray, White, Clarke, Hunt,
Fields, Phillips, Weiss, Hill, Rowse, Conway,
Bigelow, Hillard, Brimmer, Booth.

April 8.

School Committee. Examined Miss E. Skinner,
Miss Laura Dutton, Miss Tidd, Miss E. Brown,
Miss Abby Brown.

Elected Miss Eliza Hosmer to the Prepara-
tory School; Miss Holden to the Intermediate ;
Miss E. Brown to the North Quarter School,
District No. 7; Miss Skinner to the North
Primary School; Miss Jeannie Farmer, East
Quarter School, District No. 2; Miss Mary
Wood, Bateman’s Pond School, District No. 6.

My charge is chairman of the High School
and of the East Primary,* and I am to provide
wood for my school, two and one half cords oak,
one half cord pine. Next school committee
meeting is first Saturday of May.

The schools to begin again after the summer
vacation on August I.

Bias. How grateful to discover in man or
woman a new emphasis, which they put on
somewhat, to which you did not know they

1 Opposite Mr. Emerson’s house.
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1864] BIAS. WRITERS 23

attached value; quite out of themselves; and
which they never learned of you or of any other !
How respectable they become!

I wrote to Arnold, and should have said: I
have heard that the engineers in the locomo-
tives grow nervously vigilant with every year
on the road, until the employment is intoler-
able to them; and, I think, writing is more and
more a terror to old scribes.

Of Wordsworth, Blake writes: ¢ This is all
in the highest degree imaginative, and equal to
any poet, but not superior. I cannot think that
real poets have any competition. None are
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Itis soin
poetry.”

Shakspeare the only modern writer who has
the honor of a Concordance ; the only painter
who flatters Nature. Is pulverized into pro-
verbs.

All criticism is only a making of rules out of
his beauties.

“ Somnambulic security which makes the poet
a poet.”” — MOMMSEN.

[There are] great arts now, but no equal
poetry celebrates them.
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The surprise in his choice of words so de-
lights us: “foreign levy” —
The trick of making verbs of nouns : —

¢« Skarf up the tender eye of pitiful day.”

Macketh.
¢ He lurched all swords o’ the garland.”

Coriolanus.

¢« Shunless destiny.”
Coriolanus.

« struck

Corioli like a planet.”
Coriolanus.

« Were I crowned the most imperial monarch,
Thereof most worthy ; were I the fairest youth
That ever made eye swerve; had force and know-

ledge
More than was ever man’s; I would not prize them
Without her love; for her employ them all,
Commend them, and condemn them, to her service,
Or to their own perdition.”
Winter’s Tale, 1v, iii.

I find no mention of tobacco in Shakspeare,
— neither pipes nor snuff, — which one would
have said the dates permitted. 'T is a remark-
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1864) SHAKSPEARE 2y

able case, like Goethe’s chronologic relation to
steam locomotives.
April 24.

Yesterday the Saturday Club met to keep the
birthnight of Shakspeare, at the end of the third
century. We met at the Revere House, at 4
o’clock p.M. Members of the Club present were
seventeen: Agassiz, Appleton, Cabot, Dwight,
Emerson, Forbes, Hedge, Hoar, Holmes, S.
G. Howe, Estes Howe, Longfellow, Lowell,
Norton, Peirce, Whipple, Woodman.

Guests : Governor Andrew, Rev. Dr. Froth-
ingham, R. H. Dana, Jr., Esq., Dr. J. G. Palfrey,
Richard Grant White, Esq., Robert C. Win-
throp, George S. Hillard, George William Curtis,
James Freeman Clarke, Francis J. Child, Dr.
Asa Gray, James T. Fields, John Weiss, Mar-
tin Brimmer, George T. Davis.

We regretted much the absence of Mr. Bry-
ant, and Whittier, Edward Everett,and William
Hunt, who had at first accepted our invitations,
but were prevented at last;—and of Haw-
thorne, Dana, Sumner, Motley, and Ward, of
the Club, necessarily absent; also of Charles
Sprague, and Wendell Phillips,and T. W. Par-
sons, and George Ticknor, who had declined
our invitations. William Hunt graced our hall
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by sending us his full-length picture of Hamlet,
a noble sketch. It was a quiet and happy even-
ing filled with many good speeches, from Agas-
siz who presided (with Longfellow as Croupier,
but silent), Dr. Frothingham, Winthrop, Pal-
frey, White, Curtis, Hedge, Lowell, Hillard,
Clarke, Governor Andrew, Hoar, Weiss, and a
fine poem by Holmes, read so admirably well
that I could not tell whether in itself it were
one of his best or not. The company broke up
at 11.30.

*One of Agassiz’s introductory speeches was,
“ Many years ago, when I was a young man, I
was introduced to a very estimable lady in Paris,
who in the conversation said to me that she
wondered how a man of sense could spend his
days in dissecting a fish. I replied, ‘Madam, if
I could live by a brook which had plenty of
gudgeons, I should ask nothing better than to
spend all my life there.” But since I have been
. in this country, I have become acquainted with
a Club, in which I meet men of various talents;
one man of profound scholarship in the lan-
guages ; onc of elegant literature, or a high mys-
tic poet ; or one man of large experience in the
conduct of affairs; one who teaches the blind to
see, and, I confess, that I have enlarged my
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views of life; and I think that besides a brook
full of gudgeons, I should wish to meet once a
month such a society of friends.”

And Shakspeare.* How to say it, I know not,
but I know that the point of praise of Shak-
speare is, the pure poetic power: he is the chosen
closet companion, who can, at any moment, by
incessant surprises, work the miracle of my-
thologising every fact of the common life ; as
snow, or moonlight, or the level rays of sun-
rise — lend a momentary glory to every pump
and woodpile.

1 In the following pages are many paragraphs on Shak-
speare, showing that Mr. Emerson was expected to speak.
The address, much condensed, is printed in Miscellanies. Of
the celebration Mr. Cabot, who was present, writes in his
Memoir of Emerson (vol. u, p. 261) : ¢<I remember his
getting up, . . . looking about him tranquilly for a minute
or two, and then sitting down ; serene and unabashed, but
unable to say a word [i. e. impromptu] on a subject so familiar
to his thoughts from his boyhood.”’ Yet on the manuscript of
his address Mr. Emerson noted that it was read at the Club’s
celebraton on that occasion, and at the Revere House. The
handwriting of this note looks like that when he was much
older, and it may very likely have been written in his later
years; so it is possible that Mr. Cabot was right. Mr. Emer-
son may have chanced to leave his notes at home, and with-
out them would unwillingly have ventured to speak.
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When I read Shakspeare, as lately, I think
the criticism and study of him to be in their in-
fancy. The wonder grows of his long obscurity ;
how could you hide the only man that ever
wrote from all men who delight in reading?
Then, the courage with which, in each play, he
accosts the main issue, the highest problem,
never dodging the difficult or impossible, but
addressing himself instantly to that,— so con-
scious of his secret competence; and, at once,
like an aeronaut fills his balloon with a whole
atmosphere of hydrogen that will carry him
over Andes, if Andes be in his path.

The conservative sends for the doctor, when
his child falls sick, though yesterday he affirmed,
in the conversation, that the doctors did not
know anything. In to-day’s exigency he rein-
forces his faith. So, in politics, he votes new
subsidies to the King, and when the reform agi-
tation rages, he votes larger supplies to the
Government, — going it blind, so boys say.
The Reformer believes that there is no evil
coming from Change which a deeper thought
cannot correct.

We said that ours was the recuperative age;
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Pascal is one of its recoveries; not only the
Essay on Love, but the pure text of the Pen-
sées.

Shakspeare puts us all out. No theory will
account for him. He neglected his works. Per-
chance he did not know their value? Aye, but
he did; witness the Sonnets. He went into
company as a listener, hiding himself, 08 jje:
vukri éowcas.” Was only remembered by all as
a delightful companion. Alcott thinks ¢ he was
rhetorician, but did not propound new thoughts.”
Aye, he was rhetorician, as was never one be-
fore, but also had more thoughts than ever any
had.

Say first, the greatest master of language,
who could say the thing finer, nearer to the
purity of thought itself than any other; and
with the security of children playing, who talk
without knowing it. (And to this point, what
can Carlyle mean by saying what h¢ does of
Voltaire’s superiority to all men in speech?
Life of Frederic,iv, p. 382.) I admire his wealth.
I watch him, when he begins a play, to see what
simple and directest means he uses ; never con-
sulting his ease, never, in the way of common

1 He moved like Night.
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artists, putting us off with ceremonies or decla-
mations, but at once addressing himself to the
noblest solution of the problem, having the gods
and the course of human life in view. The won-
der of his obscurity in his lifetime is to be ex-
plained by the egotism of literary men. To me
the obscurity of Alcott is a like wonder.

Shakspeare should be the study of the Uni-
versity. In Florence, Boccaccio was appointed
to lecture on Dante. Butin English Oxford, or
in Harvard College, 1 have never heard of
a Shakspeare Professorship. Yet the students
should be educated, not only in the intelligence
of, but in the sympathy with, the thought of
great poets.

The Sonnets intimate the old Aristotelian
Culture, and a poetic Culture that we do not
easily understand whence it came, — smacks of
the Middle Ages and parliaments of love and
poesy (and I should say, that astring of poems
prefixed to Ben Jonson’s or Beaumont and
Fletcher’s plays, by their friends, are more se-
riously thought than the pieces which would
now in England or America be contributed to
any call of literary friendship). And yet, if
Whittier, Holmes, Lowell, Channing, Thoreau,
Bryant, Sanborn, Wasson, Julia Howe, had
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each made their thoughtful contribution, there
might be good reading.

I must say that in reading the plays, I am a
little shy where I begin; for the interest of the
story is sadly in the way of poetry. It is safer,
therefore, to read the play backwards. To know
the beauty of Shakspeare’s level tone, one
should read a few passages of what passes for
good tragedy in other writers, and then try the
opening of Merchant of Venice, Antonio’s first
speech. |

I am inquisitive of all possible knowledge
concerning Shakspeare, and of all opinions. Yet
how few valuable criticisms, how few opinions
I treasure! How few besides my own! And
each thoughtful reader, doubtless, has the like
experience.

Sainte-Beuve speaks wisely of the morals
of Homer, in Portraits Contemporains, Volume

1, p. 434-

Physiology of Taste were a good subject for
a lecture.” My epicure should sow marjoram in

1 Mr. Emerson had been reading Brillat-Savarin’s Pby-
siologie du Gout.
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his beds, if it were only tosee with eyes the
buds; and his windows should look into great
gardens.

My physiology, too, would in every point
put the real against the showy ; as, to live in
the country, and not in town; to wear shoddy
and old shoes; to have not a fine horse, but an
old Dobbin with only life enough to drag a
Jersey wagon to Conantum, or Estabrook, and
there stand contented for half a day at a tree,
whilst I forget him in the woods and pastures
(as, in England the point is not to make strong
beer, but beer weak enough to permit a great
deal to be drunk in hot weather ; as Mr. Flower
explained to me at Stratford).

The intellect is alike old in the father and
in the child. We old fellows affect a great deal
of reticence with the young people, but their
wit cannot wait for us. Mrs. G explained
to me that her children (one was fourteen years
old) did not know what beef was — she had
never allowed them to know that sheep and
oxen were killed for our food. But my children
knew that her children knew as much as they.
Plutarch would use great precautions in young
people’s reading of the poets; and Plato also.
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But when young and old see Faust on the stage,
.or Midsummer Night’s Dream, or read them in
the closet, they come silently to the same con-
clusions.

No age to intellect.

The cannon will not suffer any other sound
to be heard for miles and for years around it.
Our chronology has lost all old distinctions in
one date,— Before the War, and since.

It is hard to remember in glancing over our
sumptuous library edition and excellent pocket
editions of Chaucer, that for one hundred years
these works existed only in manuscripts, accu-
mulating errors and false readings in every in-
dividual copy of every new transcriber. ’T is
alarming to reckon the risks, and judge of the
damage done.

A journalist in London or in New York ac-
quires a facility and é/an which throws the slow
elaborators for the Edinburgh and the North
American into the shade. Thus this lively article
“Schopenhauer,” in the New York Commercial
Advertiser of May 31, eclipses Hedge’s learned
paper in the Examiner. Schopenhauer said of
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chaste persons, “they are thorns which produce
roses.” He said, “ An impersonal God is a word
void of sense, invented by professors of philoso-
phy to satisfy fools and hack-drivers. . . . My
great discovery is to show how, at the bottom of
all things, there is only one identical force, always
equal, and ever the same, which slumbers in
plants, awakens in animals, but finds its con-
sciousness only in man — the Will.” ¢ That is
(continues the journalist), the world which we
all believe we see is only a phenomenal world ;
above it, but at a tremendous distance, we find
the real world, and this real world is the Will.
Between these two, he places a kind of plastic
mediator, which he calls ideas.”

But, it seems, Schopenhauer, in his youth,
learned Sanscrit, and learned his secret of the
Buddhists. “De tribus impostoribus” means

Fichte, Schelling, and Hegel.

It is, I own, difficult not to be intemperate in
speaking of Shakspeare; and most difficult, I
should say, to the best readers. Few, I think
none, arrive at any intelligence of his methods.
His intellect does not emit jets of light at inter-
vals, but is incessant, always equal to the occa-
sion, and addressing with equal readiness a
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comic, an ingenious, or a sublime problem. I
find him an exceptional genius. If the world
were on trial, it is the perfect success of this one
man that might justify such expenditure of ge-
ology, chemistry, fauna, and flora, as the world
was. And, I suppose, if Intellect perceives and
converses “in climes beyond the solar road,”
they probably call this planet, not Earth, but
Shakspeare.

Alcott said, in speaking of children, I think
a son translates the privacy of the family to the
public; daughters cannot do it.”

Micbael Angelo’s Third Sonnet

The power of a beautiful face lifts me to Heaven,
Since else in earth is none that delights me,

And I mount living among the elect souls, —

A grace which seldom falls to a mortal.

So well with its Maker the work consents,
That I rise to him through divine conceptions,
And here I shape all thoughts and words,
Burning, loving, through this gentle form :

Whence, if ever from two beautiful eyes

I know not how to turn my look, I know in them

The light which shows me the way which guides me
to God.
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And if, kindled at their light, I burn,
In my noble lame sweetly shines
The eternal joy which smiles in Heaven.

College matbematics.® For a fraction of each
class, say twenty (though I think that is too
many), in a class of more than a hundred, the
whole class is oppressed by a course of mathe-
matics, which is a perpetual fatigue, costing fre-
quently, I am told, five or six hours for the
learning the daily lesson, and that imperfectly,
and thus bereaving the student of his necessary
outdoor exercise. Add to this that, at short in-
tervals, occur the mathematical examinations,
which are serious, really testing the knowledge
which the student has acquired in the foregoing
weeks. The Professor is impartial, and resolved
to know the proficiency of each pupil. The few
good mathematicians easily do their work and
leave the room, which remains occupied for five
or six hours by the rest, who peform in all that
time only a part of the work and retire ex-
hausted and unhappy. The young men are not

1 It does not appear for what purpose Mr. Emerson wrote
out his views on this subject, for he had no official connection
with Harvard University until 1867, when he was chosen an
Overseer.
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thus worked with impunity. They lose flesh,
vigour, and spirit. The college, which should
be to them a place of delightful labour, where
their faculties are invited out to studies useful
and agreeable to them, is made odious and
unhealthy, and they are tempted to frivolous
amusements to rally their jaded spirits. It would
be better, no doubt, if they had good teachers.
But in the experience of colleges, it is found
that, whilst good mathematicians are rare, good
teachers of mathematics are much more rare. It
has happened that two or three female teachers
in our schools have had great success, and that
in the college, geometers and analysts of un-
questionable ability utterly fail in the power to
impart their methods to the willing student.
All the aid the student gets is from some chum
who has a little more knowledge than he, and
knows where the difficulty he has just sur-
mounted lay. I have just seen four of these
skeleton sufferers, to whom all the studies in
the University are sufficiently attractive, exceps-
ing the mathematics, and who find this (which
they do not wish to acquire) thrust into absurd
eminence, absorbing nominally one third of the
academic time in the two first years, and, prac-
tically, often two thirds, a dead weight on the
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mind and heart of the pupil, to be utterly re-
nounced and forgotten the moment he is left to
the election of his studies, and a painful mem-
ory of wasted years and injured constitution, as
long as he lives.

Language, Rhetoric, Logic, Ethics, Intel-
lectual Philosophy, Poetry, Natural History,
Civil History, Political Economy, Technology,
Chemistry, Agriculture, Literary History, as,
the genius of Homer, Dante, Shakspeare, and
Goethe; Music and Drawing, even, —all these
may rightly enter into the curriculum, as well
as Mathematics. But it were to hurt the Uni-
versity if any one of these should absorb a dis-
proportionate share of time. The European
universities gave a like supreme emphasis to
the subtleties of Logic in the days of Ockham,
to Theology, when the priesthood controlled
education. Until recently, Natural Science was
almost excluded, and it is inevitable that a man
of genius with a good deal of general power will
for a long period give a bias in his direction to
a University. And that is a public mischief
which the guardians of a college are there to
watch and counterpoise. In the election of a
President, it is not only the students who are
to be controlled, but the Professors, each of
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which is, in proportion to his talents, a usurper
who needs to be resisted.
May 24.

Yesterday, May 23, we buried Hawthorne in
Sleepy Hollow, in a pomp of sunshine and ver-
dure, and gentle winds. James Freeman Clarke
read the service in the church and at the grave.
Longfellow, Lowell, Holmes, Agassiz, Hoar,
Dwight, Whipple, Norton, Alcott, Hillard,
Fields, Judge Thomas, and I attended the
hearse as pallbearers. Franklin Pierce was with
the family. The church was copiously deco-
rated with white flowers delicately arranged.
The corpse was unwillingly shown,—only a
few moments to this company of his friends.
But it was noble and serene in its aspect, —
nothing amiss, —a calm and powerful head. A
large company filled the church and the grounds
of the cemetery. All was so bright and quiet
that pain or mourning was hardly suggested,and
Holmes said to me that it looked like a happy
meeting.

Clarkein the church said that Hawthorne had
done more justice than any other to the shades
of life, shown a sympathy with the crime in our
nature,and, like Jesus, was the friend of sinners.

I thought there was a tragic element in the
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event, that might be more fully rendered,—in
the painful solitude of the man, which, I sup-
pose, could not longer be endured, and he died
of it.

I have found in his death a surprise and dis-
appointment. I thought him a greater man than
any of his works betray, that there was still a
great deal of work in him, and that he might one
day show a purer power. Moreover, I have felt
sure of him in his neighbourhood, and in his ne-
cessities of sympathy and intelligence, —that I
could well wait his time,— his unwillingness and
caprice,—and might one day conquer a friend-
ship. It would have been a happiness, doubtless
to both of us, to have come into habits of un-
reserved intercourse. It was easy to talk with
him,—there were no barriers,—only, he said
so little, that I talked too much, and stopped
only because, as he gave no indications, I feared
to exceed. He showed no egotism or self-asser-
tion, rather a humility, and, at one time, a fear
that he had written himself out. One day,when
I found him on the top of his hill, in the woods,
he paced back the path to his house, and said,
“Tbis path is the only remembrance of me that will
remain.”” Now it appears that I waited too long.

Lately he had removed himself the more
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by the indignation his perverse politics and
unfortunate friendship for that paltry Franklin
Pierce awakened, though it rather moved pity
for Hawthorne, and the assured belief that he
would outlive it, and come right at last.

I have forgotten in what year’ [Sept. 27,
1842], but it was whilst he lived in the Manse,
soon after his marriage, that I said to him, «“I
shall never see you in this hazardous way; we
must take a long walk together. Will yoy go to
Harvard and visit the Shakers?”

He agreed, and we took a June day, and
walked the twelve miles, got our dinner from
the Brethren, slept at the Harvard Inn, and
returned home by another road, the next day.
It was a satisfactory tramp, and we had good
talk on the way, of which I set down some
record in my journal.

Reginald Taylor, a child of six years, was
carried to see his mother’s kinsman, President
Day. On his return home, he said, ¢ Mother, I
think that old man loves God too much. You
know I say my prayers when I go to bed; well,
he talks just so all the time.”

1 The paragraph which follows was later added to the
above by Mr. Emerson.
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Fune (?)

“ Logic the fist, rhetoric the hand.” — Zeno.

The genius of a race or family is a stream al-
ways equal to itself and if the present tenant
fishes it too much, the next tenant, his son, will
find the stream poor, and must withhold his nets
and seines. Hence we say, A great man has
not a great son. But this proverb has marked
exceptions: and, it is also observed that intellect
runs in races.

I, too, am fighting my campaign.

So many things require the top of health, the
flower of the mind; the engraver must not lay
stone walls, nor the king’s lapidary pave streets.
"T'is fine health that helps itself with lucky ex-
pressions and fitimages : — all things offer them-
selves to be words and convey its meaning.
But lassitude has nothing but prose.

What omniscience has music! So absolutely
impersonal, and yet every sufferer feels his se-
cret sorrow soothed.

Within, I do not find wrinkles and used heart,
but unspent youth.
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Value of an opposition. Only the heat of party
can hatch the egg — can formulate the truth
which your party overlooks, and which is, and
will hereafter be admitted to be, the needed
check on your statement.

T i1s bad when believers and unbelievers live
in the same manner ; — I distrust the religion.

La carritre ouverte aux talens. A good stand.
I notice that the ‘spider finds it a good stand
wherever he falls : he takes the first corner, and
the flies make haste to come.

Inspiration. 1 have found my advantage in
going to a hotel with a task which could not
prosper at home. I secured so a more absolute
solitude.” . . . At home, the day is cut up into
short strips. In the hotel, I forget rain, wind,
cold, and heat.* At home, I remember in my
library the wants of the farm, and have all too
much sympathy. I envy the abstraction of some

1 Much of this paragraph is omitted, as it is printed in
full in << Inspiration’’ (Letters and Social Aims, pp. 288,

289).
2 In his lecturing journeys Mr. Emerson found it impor-
tant to establish a rule (only broken in the case of especial
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scholars 1 have known. . .. All the conditions
must be right for my success, slight as that is.
What untunes is as bad as what cripples or
stuns me.

Therefore, I extol the prudence of Carlyle,
who, for years, projected a library at the top of
his house, high above the orbit of all house-
maids, and out of earshot of doorbells. Could
that be once secured, — a whole floor, —room
for books, and a good bolt,— he could hope
for six years of history, and he kept it in view
till it was done. . . . And George Sand’s love of
heat agrees with mine. Even the steel pen is a
nuisance.’

The capital rule must not be forgotten of  une

friends) to decline private hospitalities and go to a hotel, where
his first demand was, ¢« Now make me red-hot.”’ He also
could command his time to revise or supplement his manu-
script.

1 Mr. Emerson, when at home, wrote almost always with
a quill pen. When the second storey of the house was enlarged,
a few years before this time, a little room was made over the
new bedroom with one pleasant window looking southward
towards Walden woods. It was hard to find, in a remote cor-
ner of the garret. Mr. Emerson called it his ¢¢den’’ and oc-
casionally used it under stress of circumstances. But in its con-
struction another possible use as a hiding-place for a fugitive
slave had been in the minds of Mr. and Mrs. Emerson, for
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demi-beure par jour de lecture suivie et sérieuse,”
or, as Van Helmont says, “study of Eter-
nity.”

And the first rule for me would be to defend
the morning, keep all its dews on. Goethe
thanks the flies that waked him at dawn as the
Musagetes.

And where shall I find the record of my brag
of places, favourite spots in the woods and on
the river, whither I once went with security for
a poetic mood?

In my paper on “ Civilization,” I omitted an
important trait, namely, the increased respect for
human life. The difference between the Orien-
tal nations, on one side,and Europe and Amer-
ica, on the other, lies mainly herein. The Jap-
anese in France are astonished, ’tis said, at the
vast apparatus and expense of a capital trial
[examples of Eastern slaughter referred to].
Remember General Scott’s maxim, too, about
the sacrifice of one life more than necessity re-
quires.

at that time he told his children, when ¢« the Building of a
House*” was the subject given them for a school composition,

to be sure to say, ¢ No house now is complete without such a
hiding-place.”’
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The French say that “the special character-
istic of English art is the absence of genius.” —
Apud M. CHEsNEAU.

Inspiration. Aunt Mary wrote, “ How sad,
that atmospheric influences should bring to dust
the communions of Soul with the Infinite!” —
meaning, how sad that the atmosphere should
be an excitant. But no, she should be glad that
the atmosphere and the dull rock itself should
be deluged with deity,—should be theists,
Christian, Unitarian, poetic.

Dr. S. Hawtry, Master of Eton, says, “ I re-
fer to another feature which an Eton education
calls into existence,— I mean a kind of serenity
and repose of character; this will be at once re-
cognized as a well-known characteristic of free-
minded English gentlemen, and I think Eton
has its full share in perpetuating this character-
istic in an age in which there is much vieing
with, much outrunning and outwitting one an-
other.” This is not irony in Dr. Hawtry,
though it reads so on this side the water.

Of Paris, Renan writes, after saying that the
provincial academies of France have no original
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studies, — “ Cette brillante Alexandrie sans suc-
cursales m’inquiéte et m’effraie. Aucun atelier de
travail intellectuel ne peut étre comparé a Paris:
on dirait une ville fait exprés pour lusage des gens
desprit : mass qu’il faut se défier de ces oasis au
milieu d’un désert. Des dangers perpétuels les as-
siégent. Un coup de vent, une source tarie, quelgues
palmiers coupés, et le désert reprend ses droits.”’

When Renan speaks of France, Macaulay or
any Englishman of England, or any American
of America, I feel how babyish they are. Isup- -
pose hardly Newton, or Swedenborg, or Cer-
vantes, or Menu, can be trusted to speak of
his nationality.

The grief of old age is, that, now, only in
rare moments, and by happiest combinations or
consent of the elements, can we attain those
enlargements and that intellectual é/an, which
were once a daily gift.

Men are good where they have experience,
but not off their beat. Hence Dr. Robert Hare
and Mr. S——, and many other men reckoned
of excellent sense, tumble helplessly into mes-
meric spiritism, and prove its most credulous
dupes, because here they have no guide. It is
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in government as it is in war. It was said many
officers can manceuvre a regiment or a division,
who could not get a hundred thousand men in
or out of Hyde Park, without confusion. So in
government. There is plenty of administrative
skill in trade and civil affairs, management of
railroads and factories, which is at once at a loss
and unequal to the disposition of the affairs of
an empire.

A good text was that medical observation
suggested by the distemper of the cattle at
Chenery’s and elsewhere,— namely, that men
carry the seeds of diseases in their constitutions
latent, and which remain latent, during much,
perhaps during the whole, of their life. But if
it happen that the patient loses, from any cause,
his normal strength, instantly these seeds begin
to ripen, and the disease, so long latent, be-
comes acute, and conquers him.

Fune.

I have more enjoyed, in the last hours of
finishing a chapter, the insight which has come
to me of how the truths really stand, than I suf-
fered from seeing in what confusion I had left
them in my statement.

St. Francis rode all day along the border of
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the Lake of Geneva, and, at night, hearing his
companions speak of the lake, inquired, “ What
lake ? ” — MoRri1soN’s Life of St. Francis.

It is a tie between men to have read the same
book." . . .

Great men are the universal men, men of the
common sense, not provincial ; Raffaelle not a
mannerist. Everybody would paint like Raf-
faelle, if everybody could paint at all.

[Reserves.] “We can never compete with
English in manufactures, because of the low
price of labour in Europe,” —say the merchants,
day by day. Yet this season, half or two thirds
of our labourers are gone to the war, and we
have reaped all the hay by the use of the horse-
mower and the horse-rake; the wheat, by Mc-
Cormick’s reaper; and, when the shoemakers
went, then, by the use of the new pegging-
' machine and scrap-machine, we make six hun-
- dred pairs of shoes every day at Feltonville, and
can let Weymouth send away one hundred

1 The rest of the passage is found in the ¢« Address at the
Opening of the Concord Public Library ** ( Miscellanies, pp.

§07, §08).
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shoemakers to the war in the regiment that has
just departed. We make horseshoes by ma-
chine as well as Pittsburg. We can spare all the
whalemen to the navy, for we draw oil out of
the rocks in Pennsylvania; we can spare the
Cuba sugar, for we made seven million gallons
of sorghum molasses in 1860, though the article
was not known here in 1850.

In that theme of Inspiration, ’tis to be noted
that we use ourselves, and use each other: some
perceptions—1I think the best—are granted to
the single soul.

Kings. “Quand la bonne foi serait bannie de la
terre, elle devrait se retrouver dans le caur des
rois,” said the French King John,who was taken
prisoner at Poitier.

Manners. Their vast convenience I must al-
ways admire. The perfect defence and isolation
which they effect makes an insuperable protec-
tion. Though he wrestle with you, or swim with
you, lodge in the same chamber, sleep in the
same bed, he is yet a thousand miles off, and can
at any moment finish with you. Manners seem
to say, “You are you,and I am 1.”
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Old age* brings along with its uglinesses the
comfort that you will soon be out of it,—
which ought to be a substantial relief to such
discontented pendulums as we are. To be out
of the war, out of debt, out of the drouth, out
of the blues, out of the dentist’s hands, out
of the second thoughts, mortifications, and re-
morses that inflict such twinges and shooting
pains,—out of the next winter, and the high
prices, and company below your ambition,—
surely these are soothing hints. And, har-
binger of this, what an alleviator is sleep, which
muzzles all these dogs for me every day? Old
age; —’tis proposed to call an indignation
meeting.

Man. The body borrows the elements of its

blood from the whole world, and the mind its
belief. ‘

The tradition is never left at peace, but
must be winnowed again by the new comers.
“Every age has another sieve, and will sift it
out again.”

1 The following page should have been printed in So/itude

and Society, in the chapter called ¢« O/d Age.”” (R. W. E.’s
note.)
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Our Democratic party shows itself very
badly in these days, simply destructive, and
“would tear down God from Heaven if they
could.”

Talk with Alcott last night. Men have no
scale. Talents warp them. They don’t see when
their tendency is wrong; don’t discriminate be-
tween the rank of this and that perception. A
gossiping, rambling talk, and yet kept the line
of American tendencies. The English and
French are still thirty or forty years back in
theology. What questions do bishops and uni-
versities discuss? We have silently passed be-
yond all such Debateable Lands.

Want of scale appears in this; Each of the
masters has some puerility, as Carlyle his pro-
slavery whim ; Tennyson, English class feeling;
University men, Churchmen, not humanity,
heroism, truth. Our faculties are of different ages
—the Memory is mature, sometimes the Imagi-
nation adult, and yet the Moral Sense still
swaddled and sheathed. Yet on the credit of
their talent, these masters are allowed to parade
this baby faculty, all fits and folly, in the midst
of grown company.

We have freedom, are ready for truth, but
we have not the executive culture of Germany.
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They have good metaphysics,~— have made sur-
veys, sounding every rod of way, set their foot
on every rock,and where they felt the rock they
planted a buoy and recorded it. Kant, Hegel,
Schelling are architects. Scope is not sufficient.
We have scope, but we want the Copernicus of
our inward heaven. Let us be very mum at pre-
sent about American literature. One of these
ages, we too will set our feet on Andes’ tops.

We lack repose. As soon as we stop work-
ing, or active thinking, we mope: there is no
self-respect, nogrand sense of sharing the Divine
presence. We are restless, run out and back,
talk fast, and overdo.

Nothing in the universe so solid as a thought.

An Indian came to the white man’s door and
asked for rum. “ Oh, no,” said the farmer, “1
don’t give rum to Indians, they steal my pigs
and chickens.” “Oh, me no steal; me good
Indian.” “Butgood Indians don’task forrum,”
replied the farmer. “Me no good Indian; me
dam rascal.”

Use of Towns I considered in an old Journal

in many points. But we are far from having the
best ®sthetics out of them. The French and
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Italians have made a nearer approach to it. A
town in Europe is a place where you can go
into a café at a certain hour of every day, buy
eau sucrée, or a cup of coffee, for six sous, and, at
that price, have the company of the wits, schol-
ars, and gentlemen fond of conversation. That
is a cheap and excellent club, which finds and
leaves all parties on a good mutual footing.
That is the fame of the “ Café Procope,” the
« Café Grec”’ of Rome, the “ Café de Trinita” of
Florence, and the principle of it exists in every
town in France and Italy. But we do not man-
age it so well in America. Our clubbing is much
more costly and cumbersome.

The test of civilization is the power of draw-
ing the most benefit out of cities.

The young men in America take little thought
of what men in England are thinking or do-
ing." . . . It may be safely affirmed that when
the highest conception, the lessons of religion,
are imported, the nation is not culminating, has
not genius, but is servile.? . . .

"Tis a good word of Niebuhr in speaking of

1 See ¢¢Social Aims’’ (pp. 103, 104).
2 See ¢ Character’’ (Lectures and Bicgraphical Sketches,

p. 111).
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the respect which somehow the “oracles” ob-
tained in the ancient world,— “ Did man, in
those early periods, stand nearer to Nature?”
See Lieber’s Reminiscences.

In Italy anobleman said to Niebuhr, “I un-
derstand the present Pope is not even a man of
family.” ¢ Oh,” replied Niebuhr, “I have been
told that Christ himself was not a man of fam-
ily ; and St. Peter, if I recollect well, was but
of a vulgar origin. Here in Rome we don’t
mind these things.”

[Certain family events occurring in this year
may be mentioned. Mr. Emerson’s elder bro-
ther, William, on whom his early responsibili-
ties and long years of assiduous professional
work had worn heavily, came to Concord with
his wife for the summer. The year had for them
been one of grief and anxiety. William, the eld-
est son, a young man of charming personality,
scholarly habit, and a promising student of law,
had died of consumption a few months after his
marriage. John Haven, the second son,gave his
services, medical and surgical, to help care for the
wounded during Grant’s Wilderness campaign
in May and June. Charles, the youngest, after
serving as a private in the New York Seventh
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Regiment, was commissioned a lieutenant 1n
a New York regiment in 1862, and later served
successively on the staffs of General Banks and
General Emory in Louisiana and Virginia.]

Various powers: power of getting work out
of others, which Napoleon had.

When I go to talk with Alcott it is not so
much to get his thoughts as to watch myself
under his influence. He excites me, and I think
freely. But he mistakes me, and thinks, if
J[ames?] is right, that I come to feed on him.

It is mortifying that all events must be seen,
by wise men even, through the diminishing lens
of a petty interest. Could we have believed that
England should have disappointed us thus?—
that no man in all that civil, reading, brave, cos-
mopolitan country, should have looked at our
revolution as a student of history, as philanthro-
pist, eager to see what new possibilities for hu-
manity were to begin,— what the inspirations
were: what new move on the board the Genius
of the World was preparing? No, but every
one squinted ; lords, ladies, statesmen, scholars,
poets, all squinted,—like Borrow’s Gypsies
when he read St. John’s Gospel. Edinburgh,
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Quarterly,Saturday Review, Gladstone, Russell,
Palmerston, Brougham, nay, Tennyson; Carlyle,
— I blush to say it; Arnold. Everyone forgot
his history, his poetry, his religion, and looked
only at his shop-till, whether his salary, whether
his small investment in the funds, would not be
less ; whether the stability of English order might
not be in some degree endangered. No Milton,
no Bacon, no Berkeley, no Montesquieu, no
Adam Smith was there to hail a new dawn of
hope and culture for men, to see the oppor-
tunity for riddance of this filthy pest which dis-
honoured human nature; to cry over to us,
“Up, and God with you! and for this Slavery,
—off with its head! We see and applaud; the
world is with you; such occasion does not come
twice. Strike for the Universe of men!” No;
but, on the other hand, every poet, every scholar,
every great man, as well as the rich, thought
only of his pocket-book, and to our astonish-
ment cried, “ Slavery forever ! Down with the
North! Whydoes not England join with France
to protect the slavebolder?”’ 1 thought they
would have seized the occasion to forgive the
Northerner every old grudge; to forget their dis-
like of his rivalry, of his social short-comings;
forget, in such a moment, all petty disgusts and
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would see in him the honoured instrument of
Heaven to destroy this rooted pojson tree of
five thousand years.

We shall prosper, we shall destroy slavery,
but by no help of theirs. They assailed us with
mean cavils, they sneered at our manners, at
our failures, at our shifts, at the poverty of our
treasury, at our struggles, legal and municipal,
and irregularities in the presence of mortal
dangers. They cherished our enemies, they ex-
ulted at the factions which crippled us at home;
whenever the allies of the rebels obstructed the
great will and action of the Government, they
danced for joy.

They ought to have remembered that great
actions have mean beginnings; poor matters
point to rich ends.

Alas, for England; she did not know her
friends. 'Tis a bad omen for England, that,in
these years, her foreign policy is ignominious,
that she plays a sneaking part with Denmark,
with France, with Russia, with China, with
America.

August 31.

High School. Beginning of term. Whole num-
ber, 32; Present to-day, 22; Class in Arith-
metic begin alligation; 1st Latin begin Cicero ;
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2d, begin Casar; 3d, begin Viri Rome, 12 in
class; Greek, Xenophon; French, 2 in class;
Geometry, 1 scholar; Natural Philosophy, 10
scholars ; Bookkeeping, 6 scholars.

Remember Madden’s rule to Dr. Johnson
about having fruit enough in an orchard,—
“ Enough to eat, enough to lay up, enough to
be stolen, and enough to rot on the ground.”

Among “ Resources,” too, might be set down
that rule of my travelling friend, “ When I esti-
mated the costs of my tour in Europe, I added
acouple of hundreds to the amount, to be
cheated of, and gave myself no more uneasi-
ness when I was overcharged here or there.”

So Thoreau’s practice to put a hundred seeds
into every melon hill, instead of eight or ten.

Affirmative. John Newton said, “ The best
way to prevent a bushel being filled with chaff,
is to fill it with wheat.” Trench ¢ On the study
of words.” — Past and Present of the English
Language.

When a man writes descriptions of the sun
as seen through telescope, he is only writing
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autobiography, or an account of the habit and
defects of his own eyes.

Henry Thoreau found the height of the cliff*
over the river to be 231.09 feet.

September 21.

Hon. Lyulph Stanley, Wendell Phillips, and
Agassiz, Channing, and Alcott here.

Agassiz is really a man of great ability,
breadth, and resources, a rare and rich nature,
and always maintains himself, —in all com-
panies, and on all occasions. I carried him to
Mrs. Mann’s, and, afterwards, to Bull’s,® and,
in each house he gave the fittest counsel in the
best way. At the Town Hall, he made an ex-
cellent speech to the farmers, extemporaneous,
of course, but with method and mastery, on the
question of the location of the Agricultural Col-
lege, urging the claims of Cambridge. Judge
French?® followed him with a very good state-

1 Overlooking ¢¢ Fairhaven Bay *’ on the South Branch of
the Concord River.

2 The producer of the Concord grape.

3 Henry F. French, first President of the Massachusetts
Agricultural College at Amherst, and father of the sculptor,
Daniel Chester French, who, ten years later, made the bronze
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ment of the history of the affair from the begin-
ning until now.

Agassiz thinks that, if he could get a calf
elephant, and young enough, that is, before
birth, he should find the form of the mastodon:
that if he could get a tapir calf before birth, he
should find the form of the megatherion. But,
at present, these are practical impossibilities, as
they require hundreds of dissections ; hundreds,
that is, of live subjects.

September 24.

Yesterday with Ellery walked through “ Becky
Stow’s Hole,”* dry-shod, hitherto a feat for a
muskrat alone. The sky and air and autumn
woods in their early best. This year, the river
meadows all dry and permeable to the walker.
But why should Nature always be on the gal-
lop? Look now and instantly, or you shall
never see it: not ten minutes’ repose allowed.
Incessantwhirl. And’tis thesamewith mycom-
panion’s genius. You must carry a stenographic
press in your pocket to save his commentaries
on things and men, or they are irrecoverable. I

Minute-Man who guards the North Bridge in Concord, and
now (1913) is finishing the marble statue of Emerson.

1 A sphagnum swamp, in which some remarkable plants
grew.
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tormented my memory just now in vain to re-

store a witty criticism of his, yesterday, on a
book.

Though Love recoil, and Reason chafe,
There came a voice without reply,

T is man’s perdition to be safe,
When for the Truth he ought to die.*

The American Nationality is now within the
Republican Party. Hence its serenity. In like
manner, in view of all the nationalities of the
world, the battle of humanity is now in the
American Union, and hence the weakness of
English and European opposition.

Napoleon’s word, that in twenty-five years
the United States would dictate the politics of
the world, was a little early ; but the sense was
just, with a Jewish interpretation of the “ forty
days” and ‘“seventy weeks.” It is true that if
we escape bravely from the present war, Amer-
ica will be the controlling power.

[Grieved at his friend’s wilful hostility to-
wards our country in its struggle for integrity
1 See the Quatrain ¢« Sacrifice >’ ( Poems, p. 296). The last
two lines are a quotation from a sermon by Caleb Vines, a Pu-

ritan, preached at St. Margaret’s, Westminster, before the
Honourable House of Commons, November 30, 1642.
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and freedom, Mr. Emerson wrote to Carlyle,
September 26, these words : —

“I have, in these last years, lamented that
you had not made the visit to America which in
earlier years you projected. ... It would have
made it impossible that your name should be
cited for one moment on the side of the ene-
mies of mankind. Ten days’ residence in this
country would have made you the organ of the
sanity of England and of Europe to us and to
them, and have shown you the necessities and
aspirations which struggle up in our Free States,
which, as yet, have no organ to others, and are
ill and unsteadily articulated here. ... Ah! how
gladly I would enlist you, with your thunder-
bolt, on our part! How gladly enlist the wise,
thoughtful, efficient pens and vaqices of Eng-
land! ... Are English of this day incapable of
a great sentiment ? Can they not leave cavilling
at petty failures and bad manners, and at the
dunce part (always the largest part in human
affairs) and leap to the suggestions and finger-
. pointings of the gods, which, above the under-
standing, feed the hopes and guide the wills of
men? This war has been conducted over the
heads of all the actors in it.”” Carlyle-Emer-
son Correspondence, vol. ii, pp. 285, 286.]
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"T'is a defect in our manners that they have
not yet reached the prescribing a term to vis-
its.' . . .

What a pity that Beauty is not the rule, since
everybody might have been handsome as well
as not. Or, if the moral laws must have their
revenge, like Indians, for every violation, what
pity that everybody is not promoted on the
battle-field, as our generals are; that is, in-
stantly embellished by a good action. My serv-
ant squints and steals: I persuade her to better
behaviour: she restores the long-lost trinkets,
embroidered purse, and, at the same time, the
strabismus should be healed.

Manners. What a harness of buckram wealth
and city life put on our poets and literary men,
even when men of great parts. Alcott com-
plained to me of want of simplicity in Lowell,
Holmes, Ward, and Longfellow : and Alcott is
the right touchstone to test them; true litmus
to detect the acid. Agassiz is perfectly access-
ible, has a brave manliness which can meet a
peasant, a mechanic, or a fine gentleman with

1 The whole passage may be found in ¢¢Social Aims’’
(p- 91)-
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equal fulness. Henry James is not spoiled;
Bryant is perfect; New York has not hurt him.
Whittier is unspoiled. Wasson is good company
for prince or ploughman. Rowse also. Ishould
be glad if James Lowell were as simply noble
as his cousin Frank Lowell, who, my wife once
said, “appeared like a King.” C T

has perfect manners. Charles Newcomb and
Channing are saved by genius. Thoreau was
with difficulty sweet. A W has never
left her broad humanity, and suggests so much
that is told of Madame Récamier.

But in all the living circle of American wits
and scholars is no enthusiasm. Alcott alone has
it. “ Enthusiasm a delight, but may not always
be a virtue,” wrote Aunt Mary. The enthu-
siast wil.l not be irritated, sour, and sarcastic.

Wealth of Nature the only good. 'T is vain
to accuse scholars of solitude, and merchants
of miserliness: they are really so poor that they
cannot help it. Poverty is universal. “Ah,
blessed Ocean, ’tis good to find enough of one
thing.” Genius delights because of its opulence.
We scorn the poor /ittérateurs who hide their
want by patchwork of quotations and borrow-
ings ; and the poor artist, who, instead of the
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rapid drawing on a single conception, labori-
ously etches after his model with innumerable
stipplings. What a saving grace is in poverty
and solitude, that the obscure youth learns the
practice instead of the literature of his Virtues!
One or two or three ideas are the gods of his
Temple, and suffice him for intellect and heart
for years. They condescend to his shoeshop,
or his hoe and scythe and threshing-floor.

The solitary worshipper knows the essence
of the thought: the scholar in society sees only
its fair face.

Aunt Mary writes : “ After all, some of theold
Christians were more delivered from external
things than the (modern) speculative, who are
anxious for society, books, ideas, — and become
sensitive to all that affects the organs of thought.
A few single grand ideas, which become objects,
pursuits, and all in all 1”’

Aunt Mary and her contemporaries spoke
continually of angels and archangels, with a good
faith, as they would have spoken of their par-
ents, or their late minister. Now the word
palls, —all the credence gone.

The War at last appoints the generals, in
spite of parties and Presidents. Every one of
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us had his pet, at the start, but none of us ap-
pointed Grant, Sherman, Sheridan, and Farra-
gut,— none but themselves. Yet these are only
shining examples; the fruit of small powers
and virtues is as fixed. The harvest of pota-
toes is not more sure than the harvest of every
talent.

Great difference in life of two consecutive
days. Now it has grip, tastes the hours, fills the
horizon ; and presently it recedes, has little pos-
session, is somnambulic.

We read often with as much talent as we
write.

The retrospective value of a new thought is
immense. T is like a torch applied to a long
train of powder.’

A page of Aunt Mary’s gives much to think
of the felicity of greatness on a low ground of
condition, as we have so often thought a rich
Englishman has better lot than a king. “ No
fair object but affords me gratification, and with
common interests.” Again, she writes, “they
[probably the common farming people about

1 This passage is printed in Natural History of Intellect
(p. 21).
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her] knew by hearsay of apes of men, vampire
despots, crawling sycophants.”

Criticism. 1 read with delight a casual notice
of Wordsworth in the London Reader, in which,
with perfect aplomb, his highest merits were
affirmed, and his unquestionable superiority to
all English poets since Milton, and thought how
long I travelled and talked in England, and
found no person, or none but one, and that one
Clough, sympathetic with him, and admiring
him aright, in face of Tennyson’s culminating
talent, and genius in melodious verse. What
Struck me now was the certainty with which the
best opinion comes to be the established opin-
ion. This rugged, rough countryman walks and
sits alone, assured of his sanity and his inspira-
tion, and writes to no public, —sneered at
by Jeffrey and Brougham, branded by Byron,
blackened by the gossip of Barry Cornwall and
De Quincey, down to Bowring, — for they all
had disparaging tales of him, — yet himself no
more doubting the fine oracles that visited him
than if Apollo had brought them visibly in his
hand: and here and there a solitary reader in
country places had felt and owned them; and
now, so few years after, it is lawful in that obese
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material England, whose vast strata of popu-
lation are nowise converted or altered, yet to
affirm unblamed, unresisted, that this is the gen-
uine, and the rest the impure, metal. For, in
their sane hours each of the fine minds in the
country has found it, and imparted his convic-
tion, so that every reader has somewhere heard
it on the highest authority : —

« And thus the world is brought
To sympathy with hopes and fears it heeded not.”

English genius is more truly shown in the
drawings in Punch than in all their water-colour
and Royal Academy exhibitions; just as their
actors are dreary in tragedy, and admirable in
low comedy.

Criticism. Dr. Holmes, one day, said to me
that he disliked scientific matter introduced into
(literary) lectures, it was meretricious.”

Prodigality of Nature. She can afford mil-
lions of lives of men to make the movement
of the earth round the sun so much as *sus-
pected.”* . . . How much time a man’s poetic

1 This sentence occurs in ¢¢Poectry and Imagination”’
(Letters and Social Aims, pp. 23, 24). Much of what
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experiences cost him. Heabandons business and
wealth for them. How much time Love costs
him!
¢« The time I lost pursuing
The light which lies
In woman’s eyes
Has been my heart’s undoing.”

Ah, yes, but if his love was well directed, it has
been his mind’s upbuilding.

How often I have to say that every man has
material enough in his experience to exhaust the
sagacity of Newton in working it out. We have
more than we use. We know vastly more than
we digest. I never read poetry, or hear a good
speech at a caucus, or a cattle-show, but it adds
less stock to my knowledge than it apprises me
of admirable uses to which what I knew can be
turned. I write this now on remembrance of
some structural experience of last night,—a
painful waking out of dreams as by violence,
and a rapid succession of quasi-optical shows
following like a pyrotechnic exhibition of archi-
tectural or grotesque flourishes, which indicate
magazines of talent and invention in our struc-

follows is printed in ¢¢ Resources’’ (Letters and Social
Aims, pp. 139, 140).

Google



1864y FOWLER OF TENNESSEE 71

ture, which I shall not arrive at the control of
in my time, but perhaps my great-grandson will
mature and bring to-day.

October 9.

Yesterday at Mr. George L. Stearns’s, at
Medford, to meet Wendell Phillips, and Mr.
Fowler of Tennessee. The conversation politi-
cal altogether, and though no very salient points,
yet useful to me as clearing the air, and bring-
ing to view the simplicity of the practical prob-
lem before us. Right-minded men would very
easily bring order out of our American chaos,
if working with courage, and without by-ends.
These Tennessee slaveholders in the land of
Midian are far in advance of our New England
politicians. They see and front the real ques-
tions. [One] point would seem to be absolute
— Emancipation, — establishing the fact that
the United States henceforward knows no col-
our, no race, in its law, but legislates for all
alike, — one law for all men. ...

It was good in Fowler, his marked though
obscure recognition of the higher element that
works in affairs. We seem to do it,—it gets
done; but for our will in it, it is much as if I
claimed to have manufactured the beautiful skin
and flavour of my pears. ’
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Certain memorable words, expressions that
flew out incidentally in late history, as, for ex-
ample, in Lincoln’s letter, “ To all whom it
may concern,” are caught up by men,—go to
England, go to France,—reécho thence with
thunderous report to us,and they are no longer
the unconsidered words they were, but we must
hold the Government to them ; they are pow-
ers, and are not to be set aside by reckless
speeches of Seward, putting all afloat again.

October 12.

Returned from Naushon, whither I went on
Saturday, the 8th, with Professor Goldwin
Smith, of Oxford University, Mr. Charles B.
Sedgwick,” John Weiss, and George C. Ward.

Mr. Forbes at Naushon is the only “Squire”
in Massachusetts, and no nobleman ever un-
derstood or performed his duties better. 1 di-
vided my admiration between the landscape of
Naushon and him. He is an American to be
proud of. Never was such force, good mean-
ing, good sense, good action, combined with
such domestic lovely behaviour, and such mod-
esty and persistent preference of others. Wher-

1 Of Syracuse, an admirable man and member of Con-
gress,
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ever he moves, he is the benefactor. It is of
course that he should shoot well, ride well, sail
well, administer railroads well, carve well, keep
house well, but he was the best talker also in
the company, — with the perpetual practical
wisdom, seeing always the working of the thing,
— with the multitude and distinction of his
facts (and one detects continually that he has
had a hand in everything that has been done),
and in the temperance with which he parries all
offence, and opens the eyes of his interlocutor
without contradicting him.* I have been proud
of many of my countrymen, but I think this is
a good country that can breed such a creature as
John M. Forbes.

There was something dramatic in the conver-
sation of Monday night between Professor Gold-
win Smith, Forbes, and Ward, chiefly, — the
Englishman being evidently alarmed at the near
prospect of the retaliation of America’s stand-
ing in the identical position soon in which Eng-
land now and lately has stood to us, and play-

1 This description by Mr. Emerson of his friend Mr.
Forbes, whose services throughout the war in every sort had
been important and admirable (although he never allowed his
name to get into the papers), is printed, though without his
name, in Letters and Social Aims (p. 103).
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ing the same part towards her. Forbes, a year
ago, was in Liverpool and London entreating
them to respect their own neutrality, and disal-
low the piracy, and the blockade-running, and
hard measure to us in their colonial ports, etc.
And now, so soon, the parts were entirely re-
versed, and Professor Smith was showing us the
power and irritability of England and the cer-
tainty that war would follow, if we should build
and arm a ship in one of our ports, send her out
to sea, and af sea sell her to their enemy, which
would be a proceeding strictly in accordance
with her present proclaimed law of nations.
Forbes thinks the Americans are in such a tem-
per toward England that they will do this if the
opportunity occurs. When the American Gov-
ernment urged England to make a new treaty
to adjust and correct this anomalous rule, the
English Government refused. And ’tis only
ignorance that has prevented the Rebel Confed-
eracy from availing themselves of it.

Mr. Smith had never heard of J. J. Garth
Wilkinson; nor had the Trollopes heard of
Elizabeth Sheppard,’ nor scarcely any English,
fifteen years ago, of Browning.

1 Author of Cbharles Auchester and Counterparts.
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At Naushon, I recall what John Smith said
of the Bermudas, and I think as well of Mr.
Forbes’s fences,” which are cheap and steep.
““No place known had better walls or a broader
ditch.” ‘

What complete men are Forbes, Agassiz,
and Rockwood Hoar!

I came away from Naushon saying to myself
of John Forbes, how little this man suspects,
with his sympathy for men, and his respect
for lettered and scientific people, that he is
not likely ever to meet a man superior to him-
self !

The dire, 76 dewdy, is that which I used to
long for in orators. I can still remember the
imposing march of Otis’s eloquence, which, like
Burke’s, swept into it all styles of address, all
varieties of tone and incident, and in its skirts
“far flashed the red artillery.”

In modern eloquence what is more touching
or sublime than the first words of Lafayette’s
speech in the French Assembly in 1815 (?),
““ When, after so many years silence [the whole
Consulate and Empire], I raise a voice which
the friends of liberty will still recognize,” etc.

1 Buzzards Bay and the Vineyard Sound.
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Nemesis is that recoil of Nature, not to be
guarded against, which ever surprises the most
wary transgressor (of the Laws). Not possibly
can you shut up all the issues.

Ste.-Beuve notes, in 1838, the charming let-
ters of Lafayette to his wife, just published.

The Age, and the Hour. The party of virility
rules the hour, the party of ideas and senti-
ments rules the age.

October 19.

Yesterday, as I passed Shannon’s field, rob-
ins, blackbirds, bluebirds, and snowbirds (f7in-
gilla biemalis) were enjoying themselves to-

gether.

New York, October 20.

Bryant has learned where to hang his titles,
namely, by tying his mind to autumn woods,
winter mornings, rain, brooks, mountains, even-
ing winds, and wood - birds. Who speaks of
these is forced to remember Bryant. [He is]
American. Never despaired of the Republic.
Dared name a jay and a gentian, crows also.
His poetry is sincere. I think of the young
pocts that they have seen pictures of mountains,
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and sea-shores, but in his that he has seen moun-
tains and has the staff in his hand.

It occurred in talking with Henry James
yesterday, who attached a too exclusive origi-
nality to Swedenborg, that he did not seem to
recognize the eternal co-presence of the revo-
lutionary force. The revolutionary force in in-
tellect is never absent. Such persons as my poor
Platonist Taylorin Amesbury ; Jones Very ; and
the shoemaker, , at Berwick; Tufts in
Lima (or Cuba), New York, are always appear-
ing in the deadest conservatism ; —in an age
of antiquaries, representing the most modern
times ;—in the heart of papacy and toryism,
the seed of rebellion; — for the world is ever
equal to itself, and centripetence makes centrif-
ugence.

October 2.

Power of certain states of the sky. There is an
astonishing magnificence even in this low town,
and within a quarter of a mile of my doors, in
the appearance of the Lincoln hills now drest
in their coloured forest, under the lights and
clouds of morning, as I saw them at eight
o’clock. When I see this spectacle so near, and
so surprising, I think no house should be built
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quite low, or should obstruct the prospect by
trees.

America makes its own precedents. The im-
perial voice of the Age cannot be heard for the
tin horns and charivari of the varlets of the
hour, such as the London Times, Blackwood s,
and the Saturday Review. But already these
clagueurs have received their cue— I suppose it
was hinted to them that the American People
are not always to be trifled with ; they are end-
ing their home war, and are exasperated at
English bad behaviour, and are in force to de-
stroy English trade. Speak them fair; — and The
Times has just discovered what * temper, valour,
constancy, the Union has shown in the War,”
and what a noble “career of honour and pros-
perity lies before her,” etc.

When a lady rallied Adam Smith on his plain
dress, he pointed to his well-bound library, and
said, “ You see, Madam, I am a beau in my
books.” The farmer in this month is very pa-
tient of his coarse attire, and thinks, “at least,
I am a beau in my woods.”

October 30.

At Club, yesterday, we had a full table,
Agassiz, Hoar, Hedge, Cabot, Holmes, Apple-
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ton, Peirce, Norton, Forbes, Ward, Sumner,
Whipple, Woodman, Dwight, Emerson; An-
drew (who, with Brimmer and Fields, was elected
yesterday); and, for guests, Mr. C. G. Loring,
Sterry Hunt, and Mr. Godkin, the English
correspondent of the Daily News.

Before the War, our patriotism was a fire-
work, a salute, a serenade, for holidays and sum-
mer evenings, but the reality was cotton thread
and complaisance. Now the deaths of thousands
and the determination of millions of meh and
women show it real.

Rich are the sea-gods, who gives gifts but they?
All hidden gems are theirs.

What power is theirs, they give it to the wise, —
For every wave is wealth to D=dalus,

Wealth to the cunning artist who can work

The wave’s immortal sinew.?

November 18.
The way that young woman* keeps her school

1 This addition to thc. carlier lines of ¢¢ Seashore,’’ written
at Pigeon Cove, probably came in a walk on the south shore
beach on the beautiful island of Naushon, where Mr. Emerson
could not resist the beauty of the pebbles.

2 Miss Eliza Hosmer, daughter of Mr. Emerson’s farmer
friend and neighbour, Edmund Hosmer, often referred to in
the earlier journals.
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was the best lesson I received in the Preparatory
School to-day. She knew so much, and carried
it so well in her head, and gave it out so well,
that the pupils had quite enough to think of, and
not an idle moment to waste on noise or dis-
order. T is the best recipe I know for school
discipline.
November 26.

Agassiz, Brimmer, Cabot, Holmes, Hoar,
Fields, Dana, Norton, Sumner, Whipple, Emer-
son, at the Club ; and Senator Wilson, M. Lau-
gel and M. Duvergne d’Hauranne guests. I
promised Sumner to attend to the question of
the Academy.

Cows are dull, sluggish creatures, but with a
decided talent in one direction — for extracting
milk out of meadows : — mine have a genius for
it,— leaking cream, “larding the lean earth as
they walk along.” Wasps, too, for making paper.
Then what soothing objects are the hens!

Bryant.' His sincere, balanced mind has the
enthusiasm which perception of Nature inspires,

1 This passage was written for the Bryant Festival which
was held in New York on November 8. It seems probable
that Mr. Emerson took part in it.
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but it did not tear him ; only enabled him ; gave
him twice his power; he did not parade it, but
hid it in his verse. His connection with party
usque ad aras.* “ True bard, but simple,” I fear
he has not escaped the infirmity of fame, like
the presidential malady, a virus once in, not to
be got out of the system: he has this, so cold
and majestic as he sits there, — has this to a heat
which has brought to him the devotion of all
the young men and women who love poetry,
and of all the old men and women who once
were young. T is a perfect tyranny. Talk of the
shopmen who advertise their drugs or cosmetics
on the walls and on the palisades and huge
rocks along the railways ;— why, this man, more
cunning by far, has contrived to levy on all
American Nature and subsidized every solitary
forest and Monument Mountain in Berkshire
or the Katskills, every waterfowl, every part-
ridge, every gentian and goldenrod, the prairies,
the gardens of the desert, the song of the stars,
the Evening Wind,— has bribed every one of
these to speak for him, so that there is scarcely a
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